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May 9 at 9:00 a.m.

This is a seminar for individuals
wishing to learn what the Bible
teaches, what Lutherans
believe, and how we at
Messiah Lutheran Church put it
all into practice. It is also a
great refresher course for
members and friends to review
their faith.

Contact the office to enroll:

423-8330

Tim Madsen
831-459-0669
Mondays at 7:00 pm

Inese & Pastor
831-423-8330
Thursdays at 7:15 pm

Leonard Damm
831-423-8330
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm

If you would like to join a small
group, contact Inese or Pastor
Rick (831-423-8330).

By Pastor Rice

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 649. Text (sts. 1) Busic: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Servic
Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

This month we are being presented with quite a few challenges
and opportunities in our mission work together here at Messiah Lutheran
Church. | am so thankful for the work of the Holy Spirit that works to
keep us together in Christian Love. | could see the challenges and
opportunities as a possible distraction from our unity that we have
enjoyed in our community of faith.

| encourage the prayers of all the saints of Messiah Lutheran
Church for your congregation here! We are looking at a special expense
to repair a gas line on our property. PG&E discovered several leaks on
our campus. One is the line that feeds the Johnson Fellowship Hall. It
comes from the meter at the Garage Apartment and runs over to the
Johnson Fellowship Hall. At the time of this writing, we are getting bids
for this repair. It looks like it will cost around $20,000!

| also note that our congregational meeting will be discussing our
finances and the need to enlarge the active participants in our mission
here at Messiah Lutheran. Would you please pray that God will bless the
work of our volunteers and staff so that the financial challenges and
opportunities do not distract us from our unity of mission!

Let us take comfort in the fact that God loves His Church, and He
has been active in the work here at Messiah. May we truly join the song
of the saints as this hymn depicts, “Before our Father’s throne, We Pour
our ardent prayers’ Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our Comforts
and our cares.”
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Vote for Officers and
Committee Chairs:

- Ratify Call to
Elders

- Secretary

- Family Ministry

- Evangelism
Stewardship Report
Treasurers Report

Finance Committee
Report

Confirmation of Call
for DCE

75" Anniversary
Update and Request
for Budget Variance

Approval of Borrowing
Plan

Sunday May 24" at
11:30 a.m.

Learn about the
leaking gas line,
finances and other
issues on the voter’s
meeting agenda.
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Spring always brings us a wealth of beautiful flowers and the knowledge
that it is a season of growth in our world. This year it also brings the church council
and our congregation the realization that we are not prepared for the years ahead.
While we have seen stabilization in Sunday attendance and even the addition of
many new members and attendees to our church, our current size does not enable
us to financially support the mission and operations of the church. The long-term
solution to this situation is growth of the congregation. Growth will not happen of
it’'s own accord so we must invite the community into our church. We have already
started that effort with the addition of a DCE to our staff. In the coming months the
congregation will be asked to participate in the creation of a formal reorganization
and outreach plan.

In the short-term we will need to borrow money to fund continuing operations or cut
expenses through a reduction in staff. The council has suggested that the
congregation borrow $150,000 to cover the expected budget shortfall for the next
two to three years and unexpected property expenses. This burden is taken on
with the expectation that we would use that time to grow our church.

There is a lot to consider at the upcoming Congregational Voter's meeting. |
encourage you to speak with me, Pastor Rice or other council members. To make
sure everyone understands our situation, we will have an informational meeting on
Sunday May 17" to discuss the budget. | encourage you to attend.

Despite what seems to be a difficult time for our congregation, it's important to
realize that these are financial issues. We are as spiritually strong as we have
ever been. I'm confident that this congregation has much to offer our community
and possesses the spirit to accomplish the tasks before us.

Blessings,
Tim Madsen
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This month we will be participating in our semi-annual Voter’'s Meeting, and
| wanted to take a moment to remind everyone of the important decision we, as a
congregation, will be making together. The decision whether or not we wish to
continue supporting our Director of Christian Education. Before Inese began her
ministry here, Messiah didn’t have family oriented programs. Although we did have
a weekly Sunday school class, there was nothing else available to offer new
families and their children. Because of Inese’s Ministry, Messiah now provides not
only Sunday School, but Jr. High youth group, Confirmation Classes, monthly fun
events, Mission Trips, and spiritual retreats for families.

At the last Voter's Meeting we committed to extend Inese a two year call,
pending adequate funding, which would be determined by the May’'s Voter's
meeting. It is now the beginning of May we have not yet run a pledge drive to
finance our DCE Pledge Fund and the DCE ministry to our families and children.
This Voter's meeting we ask that you pledge to support our DCE—not only through
your votes and prayers, but also financially, so that what God has begun in the
work of our DCE may be brought to completion here in our congregation.

Thank you,
Julie Young and Family
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A message from our DCE

For the past half a year | have been counting months,
then weeks and now days that are left till my trip to
Latvia in May. | am extremely excited and busy
preparing - arranging rides, buying gifts, reserving
hotels, planning out where to go and who to see —
because, after all, it still in a way is my home.

| think it is a beautiful concept — home- and | guess we
have different types of homes in our lives. The word
usually implies feelings of safety, comfort and love.

My own excitement and preparations have made me
think about the Heavenly Home that Jesus has
promised for all those who believe in Him. | think it is
no coincidence that both, Jesus and

Paul, have talked about Heaven as going home. It
helps us grasp the sense of comfort, safety, love and
freedom that God has prepared for us. And, they
wanted us to be excited about and prepared for going
Home.

This month, as we celebrate Jesus’ going Home to His
Father, let us also enjoy our earthly homes (wherever
and whatever that might be for you) and look forward
to spending eternity in the Home that is being
prepared for us by Jesus Himself (and, | bet, He is the
greatest Architect, Constructor, and designer). Happy
journey Home!

DCE Inese is on an out-of country vacation
from May 4 to May 24

Our church has been blessed with money in the trust
fund that is designed for mission projects of youth’s
choice. As a part of the lock-in, Jr. High Youth group
decided to spend the money on the following two
projects:

Sponsoring a child in third world country
through Compassion International. $32 a
month provides a child with food, clothing,
health care, education and opportunities to
learn about Jesus Christ.

Helping to remodel Davenport Teen Center
which is part of the Davenport Resource
Center. The Center serves as an advocate and
resource for the area's culturally diverse and
low-income population. Through emergency
and prevention services, the Center attempts
to strengthen the capacity of North Coast
residents of all ages to find support in,
contribute to, and thrive in their community.
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Next Month is June and we will be running our special

Graduation Pages to honor all those students who
have worked hard to reach graduation!

If you have a special student who deserves
recognition, please submit their picture and
information to Laura by May 18. Thank you!

Join in the fun as you grow in
faith together as families. We
invite children ages 4-10 and
their parents.

LIVING IN GOD’S GRACE
May 3 God'’s Grace for
Relationships

_ May 10 Anyone Can Ask
For Kids and for God's Grace
Parents May 17 God's Grace
Every Sunday at Gives Us Confidence
9 a.m. in the May 24 We Give Grace
Pre-school Because We
have Received It

For more information, May 31 Review and
contact Barbara Lee Celebration

or Inese Dahl (831
423 8330)

When: weekly on Wed. 6.30
p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Where: in the upstairs Youth
Room.

Come early to play games
and hang out with friends!




Fun For Children of All Ages!
Jump-house & Dunk Tank
Crafts & Art

Games & Cool prizes
Food, food, food and more!!!

If you don't know what to do with your plastic Easter
eggs, bring them to church! We will use them for game
at our Spring Carnival.

We are also looking for donations of small prizes that
FIT into plastic Easter eggs, like stickers, jewelry,
bouncy balls, etc.

We need people to help with tending booths, selling
food, welcoming, setting and cleaning up and more.
Sign up in the Narthex.
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For Children Ages 7-12

August 3-7 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cost: $65

Together we will go on great adventures and encounter
God’s indescribable creativity and love in Christ. We
will explore and develop the gifts God has given us
through participating in drama, bell choir, or media arts.
And, of course, we will experience creative and fun
Bible study, games, snacks, crafts and friendships.
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For more information, or if you wish to volunteer
contact DCE Inese Dahl at 423-8330.

On Saturday, April 18, 167 International students from
Northern California and 70 American volunteers met at
the Cocoanut Grove Ballroom to hear Dr. Promod
Haque, one of the top venture capitalists in the world,
talk about "Navigating through Life's Storms with God
as your Senior Partner."

Response Cards results:

"I am making a commitment to follow Christ" --3
students "I renewed my commitment to Christ" --5
students "I would like to learn more about Christ, Bible
study or how to know God personally” --10 students.

Dr. Haque gave lots of spiritual and practical advice
about the current Economic Crisis and career advice
for these future world leaders. He recalled his own
difficulty convincing his own father to loan him the
equivalent of $4,000 for his first year of college. Now
his company manages more than $2.5 billion in assets
in India, China, Israel and the U.S.-- turns out to have
been a good investment!

Santa Cruz Mayor Cynthia Matthews gave a welcome,
and a greeting was read from Bruce McPherson,
former Secretary of State of California. Violinist
Rebecca Jackson and the Bard Sherman Christian
Jazz Music Group also performed. Three graduate
students shared testimony of how God helps them
through life's spiritual storms.

Students and scholars attended from UCSC, UC
Berkeley, San Francisco State Univ. San Jose State
Univ. Stanford, Sacramento State Univ. Monterey, East
Bay and other colleges and universities. Home
countries included: India, China, Korea, Taiwan,
Vietham, Tanzania, Swaziland, Kyrgyzstan, Russia.
Field of study included Engineering, Business,
Economics, Medicine, Architecture. Computer Science.

Thanks for partnering with us to influence the lives of
these strategic future leaders of many nations around
the world.

Peggy Pollard, International Students, Inc. Santa
Cruz

Sharing Christ's love with International Students
(831)423-2593 cell #239-3429
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard
ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com










