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For Children of  

All Ages!  
 

Music, Magic and More! 
 

Saturday, May 15  
11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
and Preschool 

 

¶ Jump-house & Dunk 
Tank 

¶ Crafts & Art 
¶ Games  
¶ Raffle 
¶ Food, food, food and 

more!!! 
 
Benefiting Messiah 
Lutheran Preschool 
 
This community outreach 
event could not happen 
without your help. Come 
have fun as you are 
making a difference! 
 
We need people to help 
with tending booths, selling 
food, welcoming, setting 
and cleaning up and more. 
Sign up in the Narthex. 
 

   

Pastorès Ponderings 
 

O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Your work begin, 
    Your dwelling place now make us. 
Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 
Around and in us brightly shine, 
    To joy and gladness wake us 
        That we may be 
    Truly living, 
    To You giving 
        Prayer unceasing 
And in love be still increasing.  
ñO Holy Spirit, Enter Inò Text: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Busy, Busy, Busy!  The month of May is VERY BUSY.  Human Race, Motherôs 
Day, Pentecost, Confirmation, Spring Carnival, Voters Meeting.  This is one 
BUSY month! 
 
Before you begin to get weary, reflect with me the work of the Holy Spirit!  In the 
hymn above we ask for the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts.  To shine Godôs joy 
so that we may live in the love of God ever increasing.  It is the ongoing work and 
pleasure of the Holy Spirit to keep our faith lives alive and thriving! 
 
I thank God for the variety of opportunities this month!  It may seem like a lot. I 
thank our Heavenly Father for the work of His Holy Spirit especially in months 
like this!  I see the outward focus of the Human Race fundraiser, the beauty of 
the love expressed in remembering Motherhood, Power of the Spirit working in 
His Church on Pentecost, and expressed with the confirmation of several of our 
youth, the outreach to the community in the Spring Carnival! 
 
In and amongst all these events is the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and 
lives.  We grow in Godôs love ever increasing as we turn our focus from 
ourselves to those around us.   
 
Please join with me this month in praying for the Holy Spirit to be powerful in His 
work this month in all our lives! 
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This month we will be celebrating 
the confirmation of three young 
people from our congregation. 
Confirmation is designed to help 
confirmands become familiar with 
the teachings of the Lutheran 

Church and prepare them to 
identify more fully with the 
Christian community and 
participate in its mission. In a 
way, for confirmands, it means 
standing in front of God and 
congregation and saying: ñYes, 
this is what I believe and want to 
be a part of in this life and 
eternity.ò  
 

The seriousness of the 
Confirmation promise always 
strikes me. We declare our 
Christian Faith and our intention, 
with Godôs help, to participate in 

the life of Christôs Church, to live 
by Godôs Word, and, get this, to 
suffer all, even death, rather than 
fall away from Christian Faith. 
This is pretty serious. Sometimes 
I wonder if it is too serious for the 
age of 13 or even my 33.  
 

On the other hand, I am thinking 
back to the time when I became 

a 
Christian 

shortly 
after the 
fall of the 

Soviet 
Union. 

The 
memories 

of persecution and the courage it 
took to be a Christian were very 
much alive.  
 

My Pastor was sharing stories of 
being interviewed by KGB, being 
followed around and even 
imprisoned for sharing the 
Gospel. If you were a Christian, 
you did not have a place in the 
higher education or any job that 
required any intellectual ability at 
all. You were not allowed to 
teach or to lead. Actually, you 
were considered to be mentally 

challenged, sometimes even 
hospitalized.  
Although the persecutions have 
ended in my home country, there 
are still many places in the world 
where Christians, including 
children and youth, are paying 
with their lives for following 
Jesus. For them, it is worth it. 
Jesus is worth it.  
 

We live in a country where 
freedom to worship is upheld as 
one of the basic human rights. 
So, our challenges are different. 
Our fight is against apathy, 
indifference, cramped schedules 
that want to take over our lives, 
relativism and more. Not so 
obvious, and maybe, because of 
that, harder to fight.  But, the 
question is still the same for us 
and for Christians in Sudan, is 
Jesus worth it?   
 

So, this month, as the young 
people from our congregation are 
making their promise to God, 
think back to your confirmation. 
Reflect on the promises that you 
gave. Is Jesus still worth it for 
you? And if yes, is your life 
showing it? 

  

A Message from Your Evangelism Chair 
Are you excited about your Lord and Savior?  If so, what excites you?  Does your excitement show wherever you go, 
whatever you are doing? Could you express your excitement if someone were to ask you ñwhy are you so excited?ò 
What is so special about Jesus Christ in your life?ò Some of you might say; 

 

He loves us.  (How did He show that love?) 
He provides for us. (How does he provide for you?) 

He protects us. (How does He protect you?) 
and so on, fill in for yourselves 

 

Please take time to make a short personal list that is ready and on the tip of your tongue (and heart). Be prepared as 
time goes by to put additional items on your list. Keep it close with you, review it every day and give thanks to Him 
for all the things on it. AND let your excitement for your Lord and Savior show each and every day no matter where 
you are. 
 In His name I pray for all of usé.Barbara Lee

 

Insights from Inese, DCE 

My Pastor was sharing stories of being 
interviewed by KGB, being followed around 
and even imprisoned for sharing the Gospel. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  

For Kids and Parents  
For children 

ages 4-9 
Every Sunday 
from 9:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m. in 
the Preschool. 

 
May 2: God Answers Prayers 
Tube-a-loon Freeze Tag, Ghost 
Story, Flower Creations 
 

May 9: Love Puts Others First 
Love Bugs, Lovey-dovey Bible Time, 
and Side-walk Art 
 

May 16: By Grace We Have Been 
Saved 
Loon-y Lifeguards, Grace-full Bible 
Time, and Friendly Prayers 
 

May 23: Last Sunday School Time 
This School Year!  
BE THERE for Review and 
Celebration 
 

For more information, contact Inese 
Dahl (831 423 8330) 

 

¥ Head ¥ 

2 

¥ Heart )¥ 
 

JUNIOR HIGH CONFIRMATION 
MEETINGS 

Tuesdays from 5.30 to 7pm. 
CONFIRMATION: Sunday, May 23 
during the 10 am service 
 

June Graduation Announcements 
 

Next Month is June and we will be 
running our special Graduation 

Pages to honor 
all those students 
who have worked 
hard to reach 
graduation!  
 

If you have a 
special student who deserves 
recognition, please submit their 
picture and information to Laura 
Nelson by May 18.  

Need a Vacation? 
Marlene and Ralph Bushey 
have a time share in Lake 
Tahoe in the last week of June  
that they are looking to sub-
let. 

$100.00 / night 
Contact Marlene at 423-1491 if 
you are interested! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
August 9-13 

For Children Ages 7 to 12 
 

***Fabric Arts *** Scrap-booking 
*** Drama *** Bible Time *** 

Games *** And More*** 
Cost: $65 (sign up by July 26) 
   $70 (sign up after July 26)  

 
 

 

Join us for a 
Ach\Yfgóė8Umė

Tea! 
Sunday May 9, 

2010 after the 10:00 a.m. 
service. 
 

 
Barbara Lee is looking for 

a smaller freezer. If you 
know of one please call 

her @ 419-4996. 
Thank you. 

 

 

Summer Camping Trip 
July 16-18 

Big Basin State Park 
 

Cost: $15 (tent) per person, plus 
food $15 non-refundable deposit per 
family (there is a cancellation fee). 
R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese 
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Human Care Announcement 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone 
who has donated sock and personal 
hygiene items to be given to Rebele 
family shelter and the Womenôs 
Crisis Center. At the April meeting of 
the Human Care Committee it was 
decided that, with your help, 
Messiah would like to continue filling 
this need for both the Rebele Family 
Shelter and Jacobs Heart by holding 
a May Drive.  
 

The need is great and on-going. The 
Dollar Tree Stores are a great place 
to find most of the needed items 
except toothpaste. Please do not 
purchase toothpaste it if is made in 
China. 
 

A special THANK YOU to Mary Tyra 
who made us aware of this need 
with our very successful gathering of 
items for the Rebele Family Shelter 
graduates. We were able to drop off 
two oversized grocery bags full of 
items because of your generosity.  
 

Here is a list of needed items for the 
May Drive: 
 

1. Individual Kleenex packets 
2. Cough drops 
3. Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 
4. Deodorant 
5. Individually wrapped toilet paper 

rolls 
6. New and gently used socks 
7. Womenôs personal hygiene 

items 
8. Hand wipes 
9. Shampoo 
10. Conditioner 

 

If you can think of anything else that 
makes sense, please include it! 
There will be a newly re-decorated 
collection box in the Narthex.  
 

If we each bring one item on 
Sundays just think of the big 
difference we could make in the lives 
of so many in need. 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity. 

 
 
Face Aids UC Santa Cruz chapter 
presents: 
 

The 24 hour Dance to Fight Aids! 
 
F.A. is a student run organization 
that works with Partners in Health to 
support men and women in rural 
eastern Rwanda who have HIV 
AIDS. The organization started 
about 15 years ago and now has 
over 150 chapters nationwide. This 
is the first chapter at UCSC. Our 
main fundraising event this year it s 
holding a 24 hour dance-a-thon to 
raise money for F.A. and the local 
Santa Cruz AIDS project.  
 
If you would like to contribute to this 
great cause then you sponsor me, 
Katja Kasimatis, to dance! Please 
talk with me at Church or send me 
an email at kkasimat@ucsc.edu. 
 
How do you wear your pin? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
check Face Aids out at: 
http://www.faceaids.org/ 

 

 

 

 
Run, Walk, Volunteer, Donate, 
Support and Encourage, Raise 
money for your church and 
American Diabetes Association! 
 
The Human Race is a nationwide 
community fundraising event for 
nonprofit organizations and schools. 
It begins at the corner 2300 
Delaware Ave. at the UCSC facility. 
The course is approximately 5K and 
winds along beautiful West Cliff 
Drive. Shuttles are available for 
those who get tired. 50 % of money 
raised will go to American Diabetes 
association and 50 % to Messiah 
Lutheran Church.  

 

To sign up: 
 

Pick up the brochure in the Church 
Narthex or go to 
www.humanracesc.org. Sign up on 
the Human Race web-site under 
Messiah Lutheran Team as a 
participant or a volunteer 
 

Start collecting pledges by using the 
Pledge Card from the brochure and 
Human Race web-site. Contact your 
neighbors, friends, hairstylists, co-
workers, strangers, and anyone else 
you can think of and ask them to 
support you in the race! Let us know 
how you plan to participate by 
signing up in the Church Narthex. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

"Walking in Faith" T-shirts 
and Sweatshirts available to 

order $11 T-shirt / 
$22 Sweatshirt. Place order 

with Karen Covello @ 423-2922 
 

mailto:kkasimat@ucsc.edu
http://www.faceaids.org/
http://www.humanracesc.org/
http://www.humanracesc.org/
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Rite of Confirmation 
Join us as we celebrate 

the Confirmation of  
 

Anthony Locatelli,  
Carl Thigpen 

Danielle Young  
 

Sunday, May 23 during 
the 10:00 am service 

 

Sunday, May 23  

PENTACOST SUNDAY 
Wear RED today in 

celebration Pentecost 
and Confirmation 

 

Graduation Blessing 
Sunday 

June 6, during the 
10:00 am service 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Welcome to Faith Life! 
Monthly Dinners with Focus on Discipleship 
 

This is for you ifí 
¶ You are new to faith 

¶ You are new at Messiah Lutheran Church 

¶ You have taken Welcome to Messiah 
Lutheran Class and wonder whatôs next  

¶ You are looking for ways to enrich your faith 
life and grow in relationship with Jesus 

 
During monthly Sunday night dinners, we will be 
talking about six time-tested marks of discipleship: 
prayer, Bible reading, worship, Christian service, 
forming relationships, and giving. We invite you to 
an open and honest conversation. We invite you to 
asking questions, sharing experiences, and growing 
together as we strive to follow Jesus more fully.  
 
As a part of the class, we will be using Living the 
Six Marks of Discipleship. Real Faith for Real Life 
by Michael W. Foss.   
 

First Meeting 
Sunday, May 2 from 5:00 to 7:00pm 

Childcare available 
 
For more information and to sign up, contact Pastor 
Rick or DCE Inese @ 831-423-8330.

 
  

For Committee Chairs and Members 
Leadership Retreat at Mt. Cross Camp 

Sunday, June 5 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

Team-building, Goal-setting, Best policies and practices for 
working in teams and planning events 

 
The cost of this event is $19 per person. We ask the participants to cover at least $10 of this 
amount. R.S.V.P. to your Committee Chair 
 

Building a Faith Community with Messiah  

VOTERõS 
MEETING 

 

Wednesday May 26, 
2010 

at 7:00 p.m. 
Each month we read 
about Stewardship in 
this publication.  Now 
comes an opportunity 
to offer up your 
talent, or perhaps the 
talent of someone 
else.  At our next 
congregational 
meeting, in May, we 
will elect persons to 
serve in the following 
positions: 
 

President, Vice-
President, Board of 
Elders, Human 
Care, Property*, 
Preschool and 
Stewardship  

 

We are looking for 
people with 
appropriate spiritual 
gifts to serve these 
positions. Please 
consider serving 
yourself or 
encouraging others to 
serve.  
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Dear Congregational Member: 
 
First, I would like to remind all of us why we are here 
together!  Yes, we are all joined as saints in His 
service to reach out with the Love that is Christ Jesus 
ï the Great Commission!  Look around the sanctuary 
next time you worship.  These are faces that will be 
with you for eternity!  We are the body of Christ!  
Wow!  So, what do we do in preparation for this 
eternal experience?  Christ asks us while we are here 
in the body to make disciples of all, baptizing in the 
name of the Trinityé sharing His eternal love.  
 
Now that we are reminded of our place in the 
Kingdom, what about the ñhere and nowò?  What are 
we doing with this eternal promise while we live our 
lives in faith and service here on earth?  And, what 
about all this talk about stewardship?  What about 
those time worn three words ñtime, talent, and 
treasureò?  Just words?  As Christians, why should we 
even discuss money and the church operations?  
Doesnôt God supply our every need?  What is the big 
deal?   
 
As your Finance Committee Chairman, I often reflect 
on the meaning of money and its relationship to our 
faith walk.  Did you know that there are over 800 
references to money in the Bible?  Why is this?  Well, 
we know that our God has entrusted us to steward 
over many things, but ultimately, all is His. King 
Davidôs prayer of thanksgiving for the peopleôs 
enthusiasm for raising money to build the new temple 
is well said in 1Chron 29:14, ñFor all things come of 
thee, and of thine own have we given theeò.  In a  
nutshell - God has it all.  The Alpha and Omega.  We 
are his stewards.  As his children, proper stewardship 
of money is quite simply a part of our worship 
experience. 
 
So, God already has it all.  Why does he want us to 
give back to Him what is already His?  What is that all 
about?  He blesses us with worldly goods ï are not 
those goods ours to own?  Or, is our wealth still Godôs 
property?  So we are not owners, but only managers? 
What is the purpose of all of this money talk?   
 
My testimonial to you:  I learned years ago firsthand 
as my walk of faith led me to this emotional issue of 
ñfirst fruits givingò.  As usual, with God, the answer is 
both simple and complex.  The simplicity is this:  God  

 
asks us to give back to Him (even though it is His to 
begin with) to build trust in Him.  He does not need our 
money.  He already has everything he needs.  He did 
not need to create us, but he chose to do so anyway.  
He loves us, and as our heavenly Father, knowing 
what is best for his children, he wants us to not only 
love Him in return, but trust him!  Trust!  The complex 
part is the walk towards that ever-improving, assured 
trusting relationship with the Lord.  It is hard to trust 
unconditionally.  But God has a great plan for us, as 
usual!  As we give of ourselves, and the treasures 
God has already bestowed on us, and we give back to 
God, the end result is a closer, more conversant, 
stronger trust in God and His plan for our lives!   Is this 
not what all people (Christian and non-Christian) strive 
for?  Peace!  Purpose! Knowledge! Truth! 
 
Years ago I said to myself (thanks to the Holy Spirit) 
that since the Bible is the inerrant word of God, that I 
should believe all of it.  Then, as a believer, I should 
put into practice what is asked of the believer; 
including first fruits giving!   Now, I do not always do 
this.  But I try.  I have done so in the past, and will do 
so in the future.  God knows my heart.  I know he 
loves me no matter what.  He knows that I trust Him.  
First Fruits giving has allowed me to develop this 
closeness with God.  I also know this by past 
experience:  The uncomfortable, squeamish feeling I 
used to get when I would follow first fruits giving 
quickly led to a path of greater trust, and a closer, 
more conversant, friendlier, more peaceful walk with 
our Triune God.  I realize now what I did not 
understand before ï that contributing money in and of 
itself is irrelevant.  This business of charitable 
contributions is about Trust.  That trust strengthens 
my faith, and in turn brings a spirit filled journey from 
here to eternity.  Trust builds Holy Spirit enthusiasm.  
It builds congregations!  We all have the greatest 
treasure already: redemption in Christ!   
 
So, Jesus reminds you not to worry (Luke 12:32).  Be 
good stewards of what God provides you with and 
trust in him.  Do not lean on your own understanding.  
Remember what the King David teaches us in Psalms 
118:8 ñIt is better to trust in the Lord, than to put 
confidence in manò.  Trust.  Even our currency says it: 
ñIn God We Trustò! 
 
Here is a word of warning:  Recently, when 
considering charitable contributions, I recounted what 

Messiah  Evangelical Lutheran Church: Stewardship Builds Trust  
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Jesus told Satan during his temptation: Matthew 4:7 
ñThou shall not put the Lord thy God to the testò.   Do 
not jump blindly and expect God to catch you!  Be 
responsible with your giving, and do it for the right 
reason.  You should not give as part of some divine 
deal to get more ï blessings come from God as He 
sees fit.  You should not over-give; jeopardizing your 
familyôs security.  You give out of love and obedience 
as you are able.  Remember, give from the top, not 
from the bottom.  The result is a stronger, ever trusting 
walk with the Lord.  Yet, as you grow in faith, trust, 
and service, God tends to put you in charge of more.  
Peace!  While we wait for our eternal home, God has 
developed a method for us to live in peace, with 
purpose, while here on earth.  Unconditional trust 
leads to greater peace. 
 
One more item.  Did you know that tithing means 
10%?  So, tithing is a biblical term that is a specific 
sub-set of charitable ñfirst fruits givingò.  Many 
Christians do not give precisely at 10%.   Most give 
less, a few give more, and some actually tithe (10% 
first fruits giving).   
That said, the important part is to remember giving 
from the ñtopò ï the First Fruits.  And to give for the 
right reason (remember the Widowôs mite).   A few 
years ago I researched the average percentage of 
giving (based on gross income) for various Christian 
denominations.  The Catholics averaged 1.9%.  The 
ELCA  2.6%.  The LCMS 3.2%.  So, most believers do 

not tithe.  What would it be like if we all did?  Imagine 
that!  At least the LCMS Christian denomination posts 
a better than average charitable contribution 
percentage. 
 
 I encourage you to strive to grow your first fruits 
percentage.  Now remember, everyone has a different 
circumstance.   God wants your trust, not your money.  
Contributing your first fruits to Him is his way of 
helping you to trust in Him more and more.   A trusting 
congregation is a growing congregation.  Surrendering 
to God; loving him, and trusting Him builds 
congregations. 
 
I greatly value each and every one of you - my 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  I care for you, and with 
agape love, look to each of you, according to your 
gifts and ability, to support the Great Commission, and 
share Godôs love with those around you.  Again, it is 
all about trust.  The Holy Spirit will lead us.  I pray that 
these words are received as they were intended ï as 
encouragement to my fellow Christians; justified in 
Christ, growing in faith and service.   In God we Trust! 
 
+++ 
 
Reuben Helick 
Finance Chair 
Messiah Lutheran Church 
Romans 11:33-36 

  

Help Support Our Group with eScript ! 
What is eScrip? 
eScrip is a hassle-free way for organizations to raise funds through everyday purchases made at eScrip 
merchants who donate a percentage of each purchase. There is absolutely no extra charge to you and will NOT 
affect any store discounts at all.  The donation simply comes out of the purchase itself.   
 

How does it work? 
eScrip and hundreds of merchant partners have created a system that rewards customer loyalty by contributing a 
percentage of purchases to your chosen group. You shop the way you like to shop for groceries, clothing, travel 
and entertainment. Itôs simple and convenient. 
 

 Register your Safeway grocery club card #,Macyôs Dept. store card or Macyôs Visa card or both, -- and your 

debit, ATM and credit cards if you wish. (rest assured very private and secure ) . You can even register with 

the escrip online mall for online shopping with merchants such as Best Buy, Home Depot and many others. 
Even American Airlines!!! 
 

 3 SUNDAYS TO REGISTER...May 2nd, May 16th, and May 23rd.  
On those dates we will have registration tables set up at church to get you started. 

If you find you are not available on any of those Sundays please contact our fundraising coordinator, Cindie 
OôHare for details on how to register online.  ckohare@comcast.net. Already an escrip member?  Not a problem.  
You can simply add our group to your membership. We will have add/change forms available on site in May . 
That's it! Visit eScrip merchants to shop. It's automatic! We can potentially receive hundreds of dollars from you 
alone. 

 

mailto:ckohare@comcast.net



