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Carl Thigpen

Is graduating from Westlake Elementary and
will be attending Mission Hill Middle School in
the fall. Carl likes to play soccer, tennis,
football, and basketball.

Luke Banke

Is graduating from
Branciforte Middle
School in Santa Cruz,
and he will be going to
Harbor High next
year. He likes to draw,
skate, play music and
LaCrosse.




Natalie Witvoet

Is graduating from Crescent Elk middle school and going on to Del Norte high school. They are
both in Crescent City. Her interests are Drama (big surprise), photography (she is great at it), and
she wants to learn to speak French. She is also hoping to get onto the volleyball team. This
summer she hopes to be working at a restaurant close to home, as well as in her dad’s antique &
collectibles store which they have recently opened.

Shannon Nelson

Is graduating from
Sonora High School, and
will be attending Fresno
State University in the
fall. She is a Pre-
Veterinary Major, and is
enrolled in the
Veterinarian  Technician
program at Fresno State.
She loves animals and
has been working at a
veterinary clinic in Sonora
California for two years.
Shannon IS Laura
Nelson’s sister in law.




Glenn Barnett
Is graduating from Soquel High School and will be attending Linfield College in

McMinnville, Oregon in the fall.

Jordan Rice

Is graduating from Pacific Collegiate School in June of 2008. He plans on moving over to
Cabrillo College to continue his academic career. At this time his focus is on Engineering,
with a special interest in either Biomedical Engineering or Mechanical Engineering.




Scott Cannon

Is graduating from Lodi High School May 30, 2008. He wants to become a firefighter and will be
attending Delta Junior College in Stockton. Swimming has been his favorite high school sport. He is
the grandson of Vern and Joyce Riffel.

Christopher Baker

Is graduating from Soquel High, and will be attending San Jose State in the fall. He will be studying
to be a geologist. He is the Grandson of Jim and Eunice Baker.




Neil Erbe

Is graduating from
Cabrillo College with an
AS in Fire Technology.
He is also graduating
from South Bay Fire
Academy.

Kristen Ditlevsen
Is graduating from
Hastings Law School in
San Francisco.

Brittney Holmquist

Is graduating from the University
of the Pacific in Stockton. She is
receiving a Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology.
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To God be the Glory Great
things he has done

So loved the world that He
gave us His Son.

By Fanny Crosby/William Doane, Public Domain Hymn.

As we begin the summer
months we have so much
to be thankful for. I am
writing this article in the
middle of one of the hottest
hear spells Santa Cruz has
had in a while... and | am actually enjoying it! This
past week | have been preparing to leave for a
one week course on Hospital Chaplaincy as well
as preparing for our Voter's Meeting which takes
place the week after. Then of course there is the
planning and preparing for Spring Carnival
Celebrating our Preschool's 25" Anniversary
which takes place the week following that! All
these wonderful events and it's not even June yet!

In all the busy-ness, we must not forget the
powerful work that our Lord is doing in our
congregation through the Holy Spirit. | can see his
loving touch in the gift of His Son for our Salvation
and how directly this connects to our
congregation! We are children of the Father and
praise what he has done for us, through us!

It was exciting this last month to see the
confirmation of Luke Banke and we look
forward to an even larger confirmation class
next year. It was also exciting to see several
adults taking our adult confirmation class
“Welcome to Messiah” on May 17.

| am very thankful for what God is doing
amongst our congregation members. To see
many of you willingly say yes and accepting
leadership positions. To see the Human Care
Committee and Zone Leaders step forward to
assist in catering receptions for several events
these last few months has been truly a
blessing. | am also thankful for the work God
has done through several of our members who
are now stepping down due to term limits. |
praise and thank God for their service and feel
that | speak for all when | say Thank You for
sharing your talent and love of God with us.

It is the same ‘agape’ giving love of our
Heavenly Father that is being born out in our
actions and choices as Messiah Lutheran
Church. May He who has begun this good
work in us, bring it to completion!

(&&
| .
# $ %&&& %8 &&
%& )
%% * 1 8&&,
% - (&&
%. DY
% - %% 0&
+ &&,
%( 1 (2%0 0 0&
3
3023+




"H#S%

When School is Out, Church is In

Although, as | am writing this article, it does not
feel like summer at all weather-wise (it might be
warmer in Latvia than it is in Santa Cruz today!),
the summer season is at our door-step. For
some reason, summer has often been viewed as
a “down-time” in churches. School is out, people
take vacations and day-trips, the beach is
calling, “the surf is up”, and a more relaxed and
laid back mode is more the norm than the
busyness of the winter months.

I am wondering, though, if because of the above
mentioned factors, summer could become a time
when the church and our spiritual lives are “up”
and “in"? Luckily, God never takes a vacation
from us, and, quite possibly, God is giving us a
more relaxed summertime to explore new
opportunities to grow in our relationship with
Him...

This can happen in different ways. Maybe it
means increasing the worship attendance or

visiting another church for a new experience.
Maybe it means volunteering at the Vacation
Bible School—for example: working together
with other Christians and experiencing the
fellowship, and privilege of touching the lives of
kids and parents for whom this might be one of
the very few times they hear the Message of
Jesus.

Or maybe it means starting family devotions or
praying with your kids regularly, renewing your
relationship with that one person whom God has
been putting on your mind for a long time... Or
even just grabbing your Bible and spending a
day in nature reading the Word of God.

Whatever you do, may God turn this summer
into one during which we and our families grow
in the joy and fulfillment that only He can give.
May God bless you this summer when “the
church is in and up”!
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My experience with Campus Ministry has been
that its flow is very different from Church Ministry.
Ministry on campus is influenced by quarters,
winter, spring and summer breaks, mid-terms and
finals during which the students are not on
campus or so busy that they do not have time for
any other activities. June is definitely such a time.
Besides dealing with finals, the students are also
looking towards the summer, going home, finding
summer jobs and just “being out of here!”

During this time, we are looking towards the next
year and opportunities to touch the lives of
students on intellectual, spiritual and emotional
levels. 1 am a part of a University Interfaith
Council Work-Group that is planning a rather
fascinating series of forums for the next year. The
theme of the forums is Seven Deadly Sins. In
these forums, we would like to connect each of

the seven deadly sins (a typically Catholic
tradition) to a contemporary issue. For example,
we will be talking about sex trafficking in relation
to lust, about consumerism in relation to greed,
and about fighting hunger in Santa Cruz County
as we discuss moral apathy...and more. We hope
to offer the students not only information and
insights into these problems, but also a way of
recovery and repentance (turning one’s pack to
the sin).

Once again, | want to thank you for your support
for the Campus Ministry and me personally. Your
prayers are always appreciated and never in vain.

Inese Dahl
Campus Minister at UCSC
inese@messiah-lutheran.us

831 241 3367

801 High St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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| have had the great privilege of serving the last
2-1/2 years as your first female President here
at Messiah. The trust my church family has
placed in me as your President | have tried to
repay with dedication to the wellbeing of our
church. We all know that my skill in leading a
meeting is laughable, but | thank you for
allowing me to serve in this capacity.

As one of the last articles | will write as your
President, my thoughts have been centered on
the word “honor” and what the New Testament
has to say on this matter. Take a look at 1st
Corinthians, Chapter 12. These verses are
familiar and yet each time | reread them there is
something new to appreciate. This chapter is
about our spiritual gifts from God and how we
are one body (the Church) with many parts or
gifts.

“All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and He gives them to each one just as he
determines. ...the body is a unit made up of
many parts.” 1st Cor. 12:11, 12b

This chapter illustrates the unity and diversity of
the spiritual gifts that build God's Kingdom
through our Lord and Savior. No gift is greater
than another. This chapter, written by Paul and
inspired by the Holy Spirit reminds our hearts
and minds that Christians whose functions may
seem obscure are to be honored and given
special respect for the church would suffer
without them. 1% Cor. 12:24

I'd like to recognize a gentleman at our church
who epitomizes chapter 12 where honor is
defined not by the position or function you hold,
but by the everyday faithful commitments done
with a joyful attitude and love for his Lord. Our
brother in Christ and his wife faithfully brings our
dear Dorothy Davis to church each week. He
patiently leads her with his caring arms to
Worship Services.

Every Monday he comes to church and moves
the big dumpster back in place. Gretchen says
we have the cleanest preschool rooms in town
because he comes to cleanup everyday after
school. He says he is cleaning for God. What a
perspective.

He makes sure to greet newcomers and help
make them feel welcome. What truly makes him
stand out to me personally is the way he
treasures his sweet wife Charmaine, from
complementing a new hair style she is wearing
to getting her a piece of cake at Coffee Hour.
I've come across him and Charmaine at the
Capitola Mall holding hands. We love you

Byron, our Messiah family was truly blessed by
God when he placed you and Charmaine here.
May the Lord continue help us grow in body and
unity.

God's Peace,
Nancy Ganschow
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Sunday,
Aug. 24, 2008
S5-7 pm
Bargetto Winery,
3535 North Main St.
Soquel
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Tickets

$25 per person
CFI has a matching 2:1 grant
from Thrivent Child & Family Institute of Aptos

Financial for Lutherans . (831)688-5727
. clcfamilyinstitute @sbcglobal.net
We raise $3200 www.christlutheran-aptos.org/cfi/

and receive $1600 Tax ID #94-2728443




Come hike the Friendship Trek Trail as we explore Bible
stories, take Bible challenges, make crafts, eat yummy
snacks, play fun games, sing awesome songs, and more!

To register, pick up the registration form at the
Church Narthex or call the Church Office
( 831-423-8330).

Whether you would like to lead a small

group of kids, help with crafts, snacks,
games, tell the stories, act out a specific role, take pictures,
put together slide-shows, or something else, please know
that your help is very much needed and appreciated. And
know that you are making a huge difference in our
children’s spiritual lives!

Sign up in the Church Narthex or contact Inese Dahl for
more information.
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Sunday, June 8 at 9am and Sunday, June 22 at 9am
Eat bagels and Get Ready for VBS!!!

Hey, hey, we need YOUR help!
We will have enough to do for EVERYONE!!!

June 8 during the 10am service

Please join us as we recognize

and offer a special blessing to
our 2008 graduates!

We are in need of green and tan
tarps, binoculars, flashlights,
backpacks, ARITFICIAL CHRISTMAS
TREES (many), grocery store paper
bags, brown construction paper (in
rolls), floor pillows, tents, stuffed
forest animals and birds (the bigger,
the Dbetter), pine scented room
deodorizer, wet wipes, various kinds
of food, and more.
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Please, sign up at the Church Narthex
or contact Inese Dahl for more
information. Once you have signed
up, drop off the items at the Church
Fellowship Hall during the week
before VBS. If you are lending items
lease label them.
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Santa Cruz Roller Palladium Roller
Skating Rink (1606 Seabright Ave)
Thursday, June 19 from 3.30 to 6.30
pm (dinner time included)
Cost: $8, plus money for pizza. Please,
R.S.V.P. to Julie Young by June 15.
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During July 13-18, two 11 year olds and two adults from our
congregation will be going on a mission trip to St. Louis with
Group Work Camps Foundation. The Group Work Camps
Foundation exists to provide short-term mission trips. Since
1977, nearly a quarter of million participants have grown in
their relationship with Jesus, while providing more than 6
million hours of volunteer service directly to people in need
(from www.groupworkcamps.com). This year Messiah
Lutheran Church is becoming a part of this ministry.

Together with youth groups and adults from around the
country, we will spend a week serving community in St.
Louis. From what we read in our information packet, we may
experience sleeping on a floor for a week, taking cold
showers, visiting nursing and assisted living homes, helping
local area residents who can’t do things themselves as well
as enjoying faith-building activities.

We hope that through this trip we can make a difference in
people’s lives and also that God makes a difference in us.
THANK YOU to the congregation for your generous support
helping to make this trip happen!

Please, keep us in your prayers as we are preparing for this
Godventure.

Madison Bare, Inese Dahl, Danielle and Julie Youngs

4

Bringing Together Youth and Adults of
the local Churches to improve
communities and have fun while
helping others

This month we will
be helping to build a
volley-ball court for
Haloran Hall in
Corralitos

“The program at Halloran Hall provides
housing and services to court referred
teenaged girls. Young women at
Halloran Hall are in the process of
recovering from the effects of family
dysfunction, abuse, neglect,
abandonment, molestation and
substance addictions. Residents are
referred from social service, probation
and mental health departments. The
residential program provides an
atmosphere that combines an effective
therapeutic program within a nurturing
home environment.”
(http://www.abovetheline.org)

BBQ with the staff and residents of the
Hall to follow! Please, R.S.V.P. to Inese
Dahl by June....

$ '
5/4  15/65 $ 4,524
5/11 18/69 $ 5,380
5/18 24/73 $ 1,717




Congratulations Luke on your confirmation!

Reaching out with the love of Chris

Fun at Sunday School!
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