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Organ Donor(s) 

needed!  
If you've noticed that our pipe 
organ isn't sounding as bright 
and cheery as usual you are 
not only very observant but 
also correct!  Recently one of 
the largest pipes in the organ 
(about 18 feet long) collapsed 
and landed on top of a dozen 
or so smaller pipes and 
crushed them.  These pipes 
will require a trip to the 'pipe 
doctor' for repair.  
 
A financial contribution to the 
organ fund will help offset this 
unexpected expense and help 
return our organ to good 
playing condition.  
 
Thanks to George Ganschow 
for assisting in shoring up the 
remaining large pipes and a 
special thanks to Colin Whitby-
Stevens for continuing to make 
wonderful music in spite of the 
organ's infirmity. 
 
John Haskey 

Pastorès Ponderings 
 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest, 
And make our hearts Your place of rest; 
Come with Your grace and heavônly aid, 
And fill the hearts which You have made 
 
.Text and Music: Public domain  Created by Lutheran Service 
Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 

Well, Memorial Day has come and gone, and everyoneôs eyes are now looking 
toward graduations, Fatherôs day and VACATION!  As I watched the 
comfirmands, families, guests, who joined us in last monthôs Pentecost 
celebrations, I was reminded of the Holy Spiritôs which rests on us during these 
symbolic and meaningful events.  However in the upcoming vacation months it 
is important to witness the Holy Spirit using our hearts as that place of rest; after 
all, vacation and times of summer re-creation also important gifts of God 
 
We have been gifted with the Holy Spirit to fill us and guide us as we live our 
faith lives.  We are gifted with the Holy Spirit to also find our strength and rest in 
Him.  I look forward to some summer vacation this year, as I head off to 
Northern Idaho.  While I am gone, I will be praying for the Spirit to fill my heart to 
strengthen it for our work together. 
 
I look forward to this summer, I was remarking with one of our members that it 
will end up being quite a busy summer with weddings, anniversary celebrations, 
our Family Camping retreat, our Creative Arts Camp.  During this summer of a 
full summer schedule, I invite you to join me in a prayer to have the Holy Spirit 
rest in us, that we may be at rest and ready to live our faith lives filled, eager, 
and passionate for where the Holy Spirit is leading us.  May His work enable us 
always to ñReach out with the love of God that is Christ our Lord.ò 
 
  

Graduation Blessing 
June 6th 

During the 10 a.m. service 
Please join us as we 
recognize and offer a 
special blessing to our 

2010 graduates! 
Ice-cream social and 

jump-house fun to follow! 

A huge THANK YOU to Ed Deutschman for our two 
new beautiful banners, donated in loving memory of 

Kay Deutschman. 
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Abba, Our Daddy 
 

This month we are celebrating 
Fatherôs day, so happy Fatherôs 
Day to all the dads! I hope that 
your families and especially your 
children take care of you and spoil 
you in very special ways as you 
are celebrating the gift of being a 
father. And, happy Fatherôs Day to 
You, God, for ñfatherò is the most 
commonly used word in the Bible 
when referring to God. What a gift 
and consolation it is for those of 
us who have not always enjoyed a 
very close relationship with our 
earthly dads.  
 

I remember a time years ago 
when God was teaching me what 
it meant to have Him for the 
Father. I was at a church camp. It 
was located near the lake which 
had a pier extending into it. I saw 
a toddler with a confused look on 
her face - caught between a 
desire to see the lake up close 
and the fear of approaching the 
edge of the pier. Suddenly a man 
walked up to her. He picked her 
up, walked up to the very edge of 
the pier and held his daughter 
right above the water ï lifted up in 
his arms. The little girl was 
laughing and screaming in 
excitement. The fear was gone. 
She was in her daddyôs arms. It 
was safe to experience the world. 

This little 
incident 
taught me volumes about what it 
means to have God as my daddy. 
I am in His arms. There is no 
need to fear. I can do anything 
because He takes care of me and 
will keep me safe. Forever.  

So, as you celebrate your earthly 
fathers, I want to encourage you 
to also celebrate your Heavenly 
Father, knowing that you are safe 
in His arms forever. There is no 
need to fear.  

Happy Fatherôs Day! 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There are still spots available for  
Summer Camping Trip  

July 16-18 
Big Basin State Park 

 
Cost: $15 (tent) per person, plus food $15 non-
refundable deposit per family (there is a cancellation 
fee). R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese 

 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATES 

August 9-13 
For Children Ages 7 to 12 

 
***Fabric Arts *** Scrap-booking *** Drama 
*** Bible Time *** Games *** And More*** 

Cost: $65 (sign up by July 26) 
   $70 (sign up after July 26)  

 

 
  

 

Insights from Inese, DCE 
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Messiah Lutheranès Confirmand Testimonies 
 

 

Anthony Locatelli 
 
God has meant more to me than I can put into words.  He changed my entire perspective of the world and the 
people in it.  I feel that I'm a more compassionate person because of what I learned through church. Once I was 
baptized and I learned what that meant, I realized the extent of what Jesus went through in order to give us eternal 
life. Now that I've gained the knowledge of what a Baptism truly is and when I see a Baptism being preformed it 
makes me realize how fortunate we are to have God and Jesus in our lives.  I also realized how blessed we are 
when we receive our baptism because we become God's children and He forgives our sins.  I've experienced the 
power of prayer in my life many times. An example would be when my little cousin was battling cancer... our friends, 
family, and church members prayed for him. Now about six years later he's in remission and a happy nine year old 
boy. 

 
 I believe in the Triune God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. I believe that 
God the Father is our maker, provider, and the one who allows us to live.  The 
Son Jesus Christ has saved us from our sins and made it possible for us to go 
to Heaven.  The Holy Spirit helps create faith in God inside of us and helps us 
to know who Jesus Christ is and to feel His presence. The Holy Spirit also lives 
inside of us and guides our actions.  The last time that I was reading the Bible, 
a particular verse stood out to me. In John 17:22  Jesus says," I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one." What a 
powerful line. This verse is letting us know that Jesus is telling us that He and 
God the Father are a part of each and every one of us and that His hope is that 
we realize that. 

 
One of the reasons that confirmation is important to me is because it's helping me grow spiritually.  The more that I 
learn about the Bible the closer I feel to God. Sometimes when I have a difficult decision to make I ask myself what 
would Jesus want me to do?  and I try to make the best choice possible. 
 
Over the last two years during my confirmation classes, I now feel that I have a gained a better understanding of the 
Bible.  I still have lots and lots to learn but I feel that it's been a great start.  I plan to continue growing in my 
relationship with Jesus Christ by attending church and continuing to pray with my family.  

 

Carl Thigpen 

I am Carl Thigpen, born to Douglas and Gretchen Thigpen, June sixth 
1997 in Santa Cruz, CA.  My loving parents presented me for baptism 
three months later at Messiah Lutheran Church; Pastor Zimmernnan 
officiated.   My Grandpa, Pastor Carl Ehrhart from New Jersey , who had 
baptized my sister and brother, was unable  to baptize me because  of 
illness. I was very chubby when I was little, so I could not fit into the slip of 
my family baptismal gown.  At baptism I became a child of God, marked 
with the cross of Christ, and sealed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 My first real experience of Godôs presence in my life came at the age of 
four when I was diagnosed with diabetes.  When I had to take my shots of 
insulin, I was afraid and not eager to do it; but with Godôs help it became a 

part of my daily routine, like when I brush my teeth.     
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 In confirmation I have learned to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Of first importance is my belief in the triune 
God,Father,Son, Holy Spirit.  I also learned that through Jesus I am no longer an enemy to God; I am a child of God. 
I believe that God created the earth, parted the red sea, sent his son down to earth, and had him die for us. I believe 
that God is love,and his most loving act was giving his Son to earth and to die on the cross.  In him we have the 
forgiveness of sins and the hope of  eternal life what more can we ask for. I also believe that through the Holy Spirit I 
am able to understand Gods word through the bible. I also believe that through the Holy Sprit I am able to believe in 
Jesus my savior. One of my favorite verses in the bible is Exodus 3:14, ñI am who I am.ò  This is Godôs response to 
Mosesô question about what he should tell the Israelites if they ask his name.  I think this verse shows how humble 
God is and how much he trusts us to spread His word to the world.  
 
I want to be confirmed because, I want to become more active as a faithful member of the Messiah family of faith. All 
of my family are confirmed and active, so I want to join them also in professing my faith in God. Further I want to 
prove my faith and show outwardly that I am truly a follower of Jesus Christ.  I will continue to grow in faith and 
become the best person I can be under the guidance of God, the Holy Spirit. In him I plan to worship on a regular 
basis, read and study the Bible and pray often. 

Danielle Young 

Through baptism God has entered my life and has never left me. Through my 
baptism, I entered Godôs family and became a child of His.  I have seen God work 
in my life by giving me a family, and friends to help me come closer to God and to 
know Him better. My friends have helped me with becoming more open about 
God. My family has helped me by demonstrating how to share Godôs love and 
understanding with people. This has shown me how to treat people with care and 
understanding and it has strengthened my faith. I am becoming more faithful 
everyday as I grow in the knowledge of Godôs love for me. I experience Godôs 
presence daily as I learn to listen to his guidance.  

 
I believe in God the Father all mighty. I believe that He says who he says he is, He 
is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in one. I believe that He is the creator of all and 
the only true God. The one true God will come again to save all who believe in 
Him. The Son of God, Jesus Christ, was crucified on the cross for my sins. He 
gave his life for me that I might live forever with God the father in heaven.  ñFor 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal lifeò  (John 3:16).  This verse 
demonstrates to me how much God loves me, that He gave His son so that I 
might have eternal life. The Holy Spirit is how God enters my body and touches 
my heart.  When I feel Godô Holy Spirit in me, it at times overwhelms and fills with 
His love.  

 
I want to get confirmed because I want to become an adult member of His church 
along with the responsibilities and privileges that comes with becoming a member.  The responsibility of sharing 
Godôs word and love with others is one way that I will continue to grow in my faith and spiritually.  I know that I will 
face challenges and hardship in life, but I know that God is with me now and will be with me always.  
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Help Support Our Group 
with eScript! 

 
What is eScrip? 
eScrip is a hassle-free way for 
organizations to raise funds 
through everyday purchases made 
at eScrip merchants who donate a 
percentage of each purchase. 
There is absolutely no extra 
charge to you and will NOT affect 
any store discounts at all.  The 
donation simply comes out of the 
purchase itself.   

 
How does it work? 
eScrip and hundreds of merchant 
partners have created a system 
that rewards customer loyalty by 
contributing a percentage of 
purchases to your chosen group. 
You shop the way you like to shop 
for groceries, clothing, travel and 
entertainment. Itôs simple and 
convenient. 
 
 

 Register your Safeway grocery 
club card #,Macyôs Dept. store 
card or Macyôs Visa card or both, -

- and your debit, ATM and credit 
cards if you wish. (rest assured 

very private and secure ) . You can 
even register with the escrip online 
mall for online shopping with 
merchants such as Best Buy, 

Home Depot and many others. 
Even American Airlines!!! 

 
 

International Students, Inc.  
Santa Cruz 

Working Together to share 
Christ's love with International 

Students 
 

The closer we came to dying, 
the better the adventure 

 

1 Saturday in Yosemite Park  
 

+  millions of snowflakes falling on 
us all day long  
 

+  28 cold, wet ISI Santa Cruz 
hikers:6 Americans 22 UCSC 
passengers, (8 postdocs, 4 family, 
4PhD students, 6 undergrads, 
from China, Thailand, Japan) 
 

 + 40other ISI students/Americans 
from Bay Area  
 

+ 2big waterfalls to climb (Vernal & 
Nevada) which I advised our 
hikers not to do in the blizzard,  but 
they did anyway. All said "it was 
worth it" 
 

+  1 big house for 2 nights 
 

+  hundreds of conversations 
about life, God, Bible, Jesus' 
sacrificial death, biblical parallels 
in ancient Chinese culture, God's 
design for marriage, church, etc.  
 

=  1 unforgettable weekend May 
21-23 building God's kingdom. 
 

June 10:  ISI Graduation Beach 
Bonfire 
 

Thanks for your Partnership to 
strategically impact the world for 
Christ, right here in Santa Cruz  
 

Sharing Christ's Love with 
International Students  
Peggy Pollard, ISI Santa Cruz 
campus staff serving--University of 
California Santa Cruz, Cabrillo 
Community College, Bethany 
Christian University, University of 
California Merced 
 

 
 
 

Need a Vacation? 
Marlene and Ralph Bushey have a 
time share in Lake Tahoe in the 
last week of June  that they are 
looking to sub-let. 

$100.00 / night 
Contact Marlene at 423-1491 if 
you are interested! 
 

 
Got Muscles? 

Dorothy English needs help 
moving her TV to Grey Bears! If 
you can help please contact her at 
831-454-0401 
Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


