MESSENGER

The nation you have blest
May well your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest,
Protected by your care.
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For this bright day,
For this fair land
Gifts of your hand
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Our thanks we pay.
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This year, as we approach the
summer recreation month of July

and the celebration of a national
holiday, there are more reasons

than usual to express “Our Thanks
we pay.”

God has been at work in many
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ways, in our nation and in our
congregation. We can probably list
quite a few topics about which we

can complain (How much is that
gallon of gas?) At the same time
however, we have an abundant list
of things to be happy for.

This month, as we celebrate our
nation’s independence, our
freedoms, and our rights, we can be
thankful to God for the gift of our
country. We may not like all that is
happening, but we can still be

thankful that we have our
house and homes, food and
family. We have freedom of
religion and the opportunity to
worship and praise our
heavenly Father.

“From foes and fears at rest,
Protected by your care.”
Even though our nation has
soldiers in harm’s way, we
have the beautiful fact that we
are for the most part safer in our
homes and communities than in many
other places in the world. God has
gifted this important truth about living
in  America. We can thank the
soldiers, police and fire departments
for all the work they are doing to keep
us safe. And thank God for those very
same servants who may not even
realize that they are also serving our
heavenly Father in their service.

It is remarkable that this hymn |
referenced above was written by the
same author of our national anthem. It
is a beautiful point to recognize that
faith filled servants of God have been
great contributors to many of our
national treasures. May we continue
our listing of “Gifts of your hand, our
thanks we pay”
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“Poet and attorney Francis Scott Key was a
witness to the relentless bombing of Baltimore's
Fort McHenry by the British during the War of
1812. Inspired by the sight of the battered
American flag that flew over the fort throughout
the conflict, he penned the lines of the future
national anthem of the United States on the back
of an envelope. His poem, "The Star-Spangled
Banner," soon appeared in newspapers across
the country and was set to the tune of a popular
English drinking song. Congress officially named it
the national anthem in 1931.

In the early morning hours of September 14,
1814, Key wrote a poem conveying his patriotic
feelings about the battle. He and Beanes were
allowed to return to Baltimore later that morning,
where Key's poem was soon published as a
broadside entitted "The Defense of Fort
McHenry." The verse quickly gained popularity as
it was reprinted in newspapers across the country
and set to the tune of a popular song, "To
Anacreon in Heaven." Key's song, renamed "The
Star-Spangled Banner" in 1815, was adopted by
the Union army during the Civil War and was
declared the anthem of the American military
during World War |. After several failed attempts,
it was finally recognized by Congress as the
national anthem of the United States in 1931.

A deeply religious, Christian man, Key was an
active member of St. John's Episcopal Church
and sang with the Georgetown Glee Club. He
even composed a popular hymn, "Lord, with
Glowing Heart I'd Praise Thee." His faith led him
to maintain a pacifist stance when relations
between England and the United States grew
increasingly tense in the early 1810s. The British,
then engaged in a war with France, frequently
"impressed” American ships and crews into British
service against their will. There were also disputes
between British and American troops along the
Canadian border and on the western frontier.
Responding to the increasing British threat, the
United States declared its "second war for
independence” in 1812.”
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Who is Your Friend?

Tell me who your friend is, and | will tell you who
you are. This is a common saying, both in my
home-country Latvia and here in the USA. The
theme of our Vacation Bible School this year is
friendship; with each other, and most of all, with
Jesus.

As | have been immersing myself in VBS for the
last couple of weeks, | have been thinking about
what it means to have Jesus as the Friend. Not
just the Lord, the Savior, the Master, but also,
the friend. | have discovered that it is not always
easy to think of Him as a friend, because it
implies not only a level of intimacy, but

also of equality, and that just does not sound
right. However, the more | think about it, the
more sense it makes.

Jesus is equal in the sense that He chose to
become like us, just without sin. Jesus is equal
in the sense that He shares himself with us fully
and yearns for the same level of sharing from us.
Jesus is equal in the sense that He has risen
from the dead and He has empowered us to do
the same.

As you walk through this summer, may you learn
to know Him not only as the Lord, but also as
your “Forever Friend.”
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Goodbyes for the year:

A visiting neurosurgeon scholar writes "Today |
am going to go back Beijing, You have given me
too many opportunity to meet new friends and
practice English, | appreciate it very much. | will
remember it forever when we first meeting at the
main entrance of UCSC, a young beautiful lady
waving her hand to me standing under the Sun.
That's a good memory for me. You also taught
me thank God before we eat food and go to bed,
and | can feel the love you gave me on behalf of
the God. Thank you for giving me so much help in
the past year."

Last week's ISI Graduation Beach Bonfire
brought 50 students/scholars and Americans to
celebrate the ISI friendships this year, including
many beginning friendship with God.

A newly baptized student, drops in to the bonfire
party by to tell me "I'm still working on my final
exam projects tonight, but | really want to say
goodbye to you and thank you so much for ISI,
helping me find God...I will find a church back
home in Korea."

A student couple, also newly baptized, gives
testimony to their peers on how God has changed
their lives from "being selfish” to serving God, and
even leading Bible study this year, with help of
their ISI Friendship Partners.

Thank you ISl volunteers and supporters for
touching leader's lives, and through them the
world, for eternity.

"I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now, being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.” Phillipians 1:4-6

ISI Event Calendar
6/21-25 ISI National Conference, Niagara Falls

Peggy Pollard ISI Santa Cruz

Sharing Christ's love with International Students
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard/NewsFiles
ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com




Please, keep Madison Bare, Inese Dahl, Danielle and
Julie Young in your prayers as they are heading off on a
mission/servant trip to St. Louis, MO, July 12 to July 18.
They will be sharing about their experience with the
congregation shortly after their return.
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Scotts Valley Sports & Event
Center
Sunday, July 27, 2:00pm-4:00pm
$5.00 admission, $2.50 skate rental
(inline or quad)

Please, join with Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans of all ages, as we make a
difference!

Activity: Building a volley-ball court for
Halloran Hall in Corralitos

Date: Saturdays, July 19 and July 26

“The program at
Halloran Hall
provides  housing
and services to
court referred
teenaged girls.
Young women at
Halloran Hall are in
the process of
recovering from the
effects of family dysfunction, abuse,
neglect, abandonment, molestation and
substance addictions. Residents are
referred from social service, probation
and mental health departments. The
residential program provides an
atmosphere that combines an effective
therapeutic program within a nurturing

home environment.” From
http://www.abovetheline.org/halloran.htm/

Please, R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese.









