July 2009

The Messiah

N fessenger

A monthly publication of Messiah Lutheran Church

Thursday, July 23 at 7:00 pm

Church Council Committee
members will be meeting in
Johnson Hall

Tim Madsen
831-459-0669
Mondays at 7:00 pm

Inese & Pastor
831-423-8330
Thursdays at 7:15 pm

Leonard Damm
831-423-8330
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm

June and Paul Fuge
831-440-9080

If you would like to join a small

group, contact Inese or Pastor

Rick (831-423-8330).
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Laura’s office hours will be:
Tuesday: 1:30pm — 6:00 pm.
Thursdays: 1:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Fridays: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Barbara'’s office hours will
remain the same:

Monday: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
Tuesday: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm

By Pastor Rice
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Ahh, summertime and the living is easy. Vacations and the new economy
forced “Staycations” You know what a “staycation is right? It is a vacation
where you stay at home and visit your on area, saving the money for travel
room and board because you are staying home and visiting the tourist
recreation areas from home.

What type of weariness is upon your heart this month? Is it the frustration
of the economy, or the ‘work’ of academics that has you tired? Is it the
ongoing ‘things to do list’ that never seems to have things “DONE”. Maybe
it is time to take some refuge time in our Savior. To allow time for our
heart to again be burning with more fervent love for him!

The whole point of vacations is rest, relaxation, and “Re-Creation”. When
a person is overworked or frustrated a tired attitude develops. This
beautiful old hymn reminds us that Jesus is the point of revitalization for
ourselves as individuals. In our “re-creation” God will revitalize our
congregation as well.

Please hear the hymnwriter’'s words as your words of prayer to have you
eyes be turned to the cross and be renewed! May his power of love, which
bore our burdens on the cross empower you to be refreshed, re-created
and fervent!
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Messiah Lutheran Church
is proud to present:

Open to children ages 7 to 12
Explore the exciting thrills of:

in a positive and encouraging
environment. Plus, have fun
with games, Bible
adventures, and more...




R U Ready to Bounce off the Walls?
JUMP SKY HIGH in Santa Clara

Trampoline Walls and Trampoline Floors
Wednesday, July 1
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!!!
Leaving from Capitola at 1pm & returning at 5pm
R.S.V.P. to Julie Young (jtdyoung@comcast.net)
by June 28

Roll Up Your Sleeves!
A Lot of Work Needs

to Be Done in Our Youth Room!
Wednesdays, July 8 and 15 from 6 to 9pm
Clean, pack, carry stuff, paint, decorate, have
pizza and have fun!
Youth and parents, we need you!

For Kids 4-10 and
Parents

Every Sunday at
9 am. in the
Pre-school

Join in the fun as you grow in
faith together as families.

Sunday School will be on
break from June 7-August

For more information, contact
Barbara Lee or Inese Dahl (831 423
8330)

Pastor will be on vacation and out of the office

from: July 27 - August 3
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Ages 6-11 and Their Parents
28, July 12 and August 2 at 9am
Preschool

eran Worship and play around with creating your own worship!
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g meals, games, and fun!

(
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nacks and your favorite game to share!

P. to DCE Inese by July 26

A
!
Games, Old and New Friend

irs/blankets, beach toys and friends!
/.P. to DCE Inese by July 23

let DCE Inese know if you would like to join us for a day of hiking,



! $)

During Jesus' last three years on earth, He spent much
time nourishing and teaching His disciples. Only when
they were prepared to go out into the world to preach,
teach, and heal did he send them. Leaving without
provisions, the disciples were totally dependent upon
those whom the Lord would send them for their support.
The disciples relied upon the power of the Gospel to
move the hearts of their listeners who would willingly
provide for their needs. They were to travel light and
trust in the Lord.

In Matthew 6:40-42 Jesus, referring to His disciples,
said, "He who receives you receives Me, and he who
receives Me receives the One who sent Me. Anyone
who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will
receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a
righteous man because he is a righteous man will
receive a righteous man's reward And ifanyone gives
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
because he is My disciple, | tell you the truth, he will
certainly not lose his reward" Jesus told His disciples
that whoever gives to you is also giving to Him.
Although support today doesn't fund the work of the 12
original disciples, we assist the spreading of the Gospel
by supporting today's disciples and missionaries around
the world. As we provide for church workers locally and
abroad in the name of Jesus, we are serving the Lord
Himself.

As we express our Christian faith through our giving and
serving, God is pleased. God notices every act of
compassion and kindness that we express. In the verse
above, He refers to even the simple gesture of giving a
cup of cold water to a thirsty person. Through our faith,
we are empowered to do acts of service. When we act
in response to the Lord and not for recognition, God will
bless us. Having already been assured of salvation by
God's grace through faith, blessings such as peace,
contentment, patience, and hope are added rewards.

Only a small number of people make their living as full-
time church workers, but we all are given the privilege
and opportunity to be Christ's ambassadors. May God
bless us all as we work to further His kingdom.
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ISI Beach Bonfire Graduation:

| had just met for the first time the man with
a Sikh turban on his head. He shut one eye
and looked deep into my eyes, as he shook
my hand for a long time. His wife, dressed
in an elegant pink sari, nodded in
agreement as he told me "Everything we
do, we can only do through God."

Though | don't really understand his
beliefs, we have five years of a common
bond-- his daughter, Gurnain. Pardon, it's
Dr. Gurnain now! While she earned her
PhD in Economics at UCSC, Gurnain has
been supported by ISI Friendship Partner
Debra and other ISI friends in many ways.
"Thank you so much for taking care of my
daughter," said her father and his wife said
as they each pumped my hand again at our
ISI graduation beach bonfire. | think we
understood each other's intentions
perfectly, no translation needed!

Nine  ISl-related students received
doctorates from UCSC this year, now
influencing our world as leaders. Thanks to
partners like you, ISl has been the face of
Jesus, speaking God's love to them along
the way.

“the Lord watches over the alien and
sustains the fatherless..."

Psalm 146:9

NEXT ISI EVENTS
Weekly Tuesday Ladies Tea
Bi-weekly Thursday eves ISI Bible study
6/25-7/1 1SI National Conference, Colorado
Springs
7/12 training new IS| Volunteers @ Santa
Cruz Bible church 10:30 a.m.
Peggy Pollard, staff, International Students,
Inc. Santa Cruz
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard
(831)239-3429 |Sl.SantaCruz@gmail.com

Sharing Christ's Love with International
Students For His Excellent Purposes,
Peggy Pollard I1SI Santa Cruz campus staff
serving-:

University of California Santa Cruz
Cabrillo Community College
Bethany Christian University,
University of California Merced



