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For the fruits of His creation, 

Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation, 

Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, 

reaping, 
Silent growth while we are 

sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s 

safekeeping, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
LSB 894:  Text : © 1970 Hope 

Publishing Co. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License .NET, number 
100012993. Created by Lutheran 

Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. 

 

 
 
 
I truly appreciate the fruits of our Lord’s creation.  
I had two separate visitors this last week who 
shared some of these fruits of creation with me 
and my family. Fresh fish, fruit, and garden 
vegetables—trout, tomatoes, and white peaches 
from the Valley. I truly appreciate this bounty of 
God’s creation! 
 
I have noticed that when vegetables come from 
a personal garden they have a fullness of flavor  
that always seems to surprise me.  The wonder 
of God’s creation in full abundance, full of flavor. 
 
August always seems to be a slower month at 
many churches with vacations and times of 
recreation.  It always brings to my attention to 
the recreation we get when we are out in God’s 
creation.  What a way to realize “Thanks be to 
God!” 
 
I pray that you enjoy and praise God for the 
plowing, sowing and the reaping, the silent 
growth while we are sleeping.  Indeed, our ever 
present Creator God is here for us and for 
support

 
 
 

 
Pastor will be on vacation and out of the office August 7-9 & 18-22. 
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By Inese Dahl 
 
As many of you know, during the week of July 12-18 
Danielle Young, Madison Bare, Julie Young and I 
had a chance to participate in a mission trip to St. 
Louis. This mission trip was organized by the “Group 
Work Camps Foundation” which brings together 
Christians from different places and different 
denominations. Many of you have been a part of this 
mission trip, either through your prayers, 
encouragement, or financial support. For that I 
cannot thank you enough! I am happy to share some 
of the highlights, struggles and lessons learned 
through this trip.  

 
 We arrived in St. Louis 
on July 12, the day 
before the camp 
officially started. One of 
the things that we first 
noticed (besides the 
heat and humidity), was 
that almost everything 
was built out of 
BRICKS. Danielle and 
Madison thought it was 
pretty funny. We spent 
the first night with my 
friends who showed us 

around. We were able to see the Arch (no, we did 
not go up) and take a boat tour on the Mississippi 
river. On Tuesday afternoon we also went to the St. 
Louis Zoo, which is rated the Number One Zoo in the 
country.  
 
The next day we headed off to camp, which was 
located at a Christian School that was under major 
reconstruction. The good news was that it had air-
conditioning and hot showers.  All together, there 
were 50 kids and adults from four different states. I 
am proud to say that we represented the group that 
had traveled the farthest away from home.  
 
Our schedule was the same everyday, except 
Tuesday. We got up at 7am (or 5am if you are from 
CA), had breakfast, participated in a short morning 
program, and then set off to our service sites where 
we worked until 2pm. Our group worked on several 
different service projects during the week. 
 

However, there were two service projects that really 
stood out for us. The first was helping put together 
food boxes for seniors at a local food pantry. We 
were surprised and extremely excited to learn that 
we provided over 40,000 meals for seniors who were 
in need of food assistance! The second service 
project that had an impact on us was helping a 
teacher to set up her classroom for the coming 
school year. As we worked with the teacher, we were 
able to talk with her and get to know her. We were 
amazed to find out that the work we did saved her 
two weeks of summer vacation, which she planned 
to use by visiting her mother who is seriously ill.  
 
 

For me personally, it was very touching to see what 
a difference we could make with very little, and what 
a pleasure it is to serve others without receiving any 
reward for it. Isn’t that a bit like what Jesus did? On 
the work sites, we also had our “Crew Devotions” 
which gave us a chance to go deeper into God’s 
Word and talk more about each day’s theme.  
 
Our afternoons and evenings were spent 
participating in activities set up for us; we had a main 
evening worship program which was followed by 
group games (like a huge water fight on the last 
day). The game time allowed us to get to know the 
other kids and adults in the program, while winding 
down from our busy day. During worship, we 
explored what it really means to “Love Out Loud”. 
We did not just read or talk about it, but we learned 
through experiencing it. We washed each other’s 
feet and 
experienced the 
vulnerability that 
comes along 
with such an 
experience. We 
squeezed a 
rock, visualizing 
that it was our 
heart being hurt 
by not being 
forgiven.  On the last day, we exchanged a cross 
that our team had made (surf-board themed - very 
Santa Cruz) with another group from the camp 
reminding us that, even though we are each going 
back to our own home, we are still connected 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  
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We had a great experience in St. Louis. We had the 
experience of serving, the experience of growing in 
our faith, the experience of making new friends, and 
the experience of finding out that our denominations 
do not have to divide us as Christians. However our 
trip was also over-shadowed by the terrible loss of 
Madison’s father who passed away unexpectedly 
during the beginning of the trip.  Madison left for 
home early. Maddy, we are glad you could come 
with us on this trip, even if for a short time. We love 
you and pray for you and your family.  
 

For me this week was 
about remembering 
what really matters and 
what I can live without. 
It was also about 
realizing that there are 
service opportunities 
right here in Santa 
Cruz for us to “Love 
Out Loud.”  

 
And, lastly, we will start planning next year’s trip for 
the Jr. / Sr. High age group very soon! So, watch for 
more information coming soon! I hope to see YOU 
participate in this “Godventure” next year! 
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By Danielle Young 
 

Thank you all for 
supporting me on this 
mission trip. I think the 
best part of the trip for 
me was helping at the 
food bank and the day 
we helped the 3rd grade 
teacher get her 
classroom ready for 
school.  At the food bank 

we helped package food to help provide over 40,000 
meals to people.  We also were able help a teacher 
prepare her classroom for school by moving books, 
filling desks, and filing papers.  She said that with our 
help we gave her two weeks off in her summer to 
spend with her sick mom.  
 
I also made some new friends during our week in St. 
Louis. Everyone was so nice and friendly. It was neat 
to work with a group fellow Christians from all over 

the nation, who were brought together by a desire to 
help those in need.  The entire week long experience 
helped me to grow closer in my relationship with 
God. Even though we had a sad and hard start to 
our trip, I really enjoyed being able to participate in 
this opportunity. Seeing the impact we made in just 
one week made it worth it and I look forward to going 
again. 
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By Julie Young 
 
I have to say that the start of our Mission trip was a 
challenge for me.  A challenge to stay, a challenge to 
understand God’s will, as well as a challenge to 
engage in the daily devotions and unity time with 
God.  I was filled with questions and angry feelings in 
beginning, but as the week went on and we listened 
to the stories and struggles of other people 
participating in the camp, I found myself doing a lot 
of personal prayer and reflection. The challenge, I 
realized for me, was accepting how much God is in 
control.  God has a plan for all of us and we just 
need to believe that he does know what’s best, even 
when we don't understand and want to question 
him.  The challenge is giving up our desire to feel in 
control as well as our fear of not knowing.  
 
We had a day where our focus was on just that—
taking a risk and what that entails.  The trip over all 
was a wonderful experience especially knowing how 
many people we helped. It was also an eye opener 
for me, because the service projects we did in St. 
Louis are projects we could be helping with in our 
own community.  We have elderly to help feed, 
teachers who could use a few extra hands, and 
parks/facilities that need upkeep and repairs.  This 
mission trip was an eye opener to what is right in 
front of us at home and how much more we could be 
doing to serve the community in our own town.  As 
tragic as the start of our Mission trip was, it ended on 
a better note; opening our hearts and minds to how 
we can serve God’s people at home as well as 
learning to trust and give control to God. He 
ultimately has that control; we just keep trying to fight 
giving it to Him.  If someone were to ask me if I 
would go on another Mission trip I would answer, 
“Yes!” 
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Our monthly work party 
will be held on 
Saturday, August 9 at 
9:00 a.m. Put on your 
coveralls and get ready 
to scrub, clean, and 
repair God’s house! 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 5 12:00 p.m. UCSC Campus Ministry Meeting 
Thursday, Aug. 7 9:00 a.m. Human Care Ministry 
Saturday, Aug. 9 9:00 a.m. Monthly Work Party 
Sunday, Aug. 17 11:30 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

4:00 p.m. Monthly Fun Event for Kids 9-13 
Sunday, Aug. 24 11:30 a.m. End of Summer BBQ 
 

Join us Sunday, August 24 after 
the 10:00 a.m. service for our 
annual End of Summer Potluck! 
Bring your friends and a 
favorite side dish to share . 
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Pastor will be on 
vacation and out of 

the office 
August 7-9 & 18-22 
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