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Tim Madsen  
� 831-459-0669 
Mondays at 7:00 pm 
Inese & Pastor  
� 831-423-8330 
Thursdays at 7:15 pm 
Leonard Damm  
� 831-423-8330 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm 
June and Paul Fuge  
� 831-440-9080 
If you would like to join a small 
group, contact Inese or Pastor 
Rick (831-423-8330). 
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By Pastor Rice 
 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
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As we look to August as the finals days of summer, we remember how faithful 
our God is.  We also see that He has been and continues to be faithful.  It is by 
faith we see new mercies and gifts every day.  His Love is the glue that has 
brought us together as the people of God worshiping Him!   
 
This summer we have many opportunities to see God being faithful.  It is also 
a great opportunity for us to live out that faithfulness in our own faith lives! I 
have been thankful that I have seen His divine intervention in several of our 
member’s hospital visits lately!  I have been thankful to visit Judy, Joyce, 
Dorothy, Ben and others and see new mercies!  I am thankful that I have seen 
God’s faithfulness in their lives. 
 
I have become very excited with faithful living out faith in our congregation.  
For example, our Board of Elders over these summer months have embarked 
on a mission of becoming more connected with the many households of 
Messiah Lutheran Church.  Their goal is to connect with members through 
faithful visits, calls and contacts with our family of Messiah Lutheran.  I will be 
joining them in this task of being a spiritual support and encouragement. I 
encourage you to welcome our Board of Elders as we call to visit and connect.  
I thank them for their faithfulness in living their faith in this ministry. 
 
God has been providing us many things we need.  Sometimes we have not 
seen them or used them due to our own spiritual selfishness. I value the power 
of God to turn our eyes away from ourselves to the power of the Gospel to 
change lives!  For the God’s goal begins with us, as individuals; as expressed 
by Paul to Timothy “God desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). 
 
May God’s faithfulness be the power for us to be faithful in living for Him! 
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For Kids 4-10 and 
Parents 

Every Sunday at 
9 a.m. in the 
Pre-school  

Join in the fun as you grow in 
faith together as families.  
 
Sunday School will be on 
break from June 7-August  
 
For more information, contact 
Barbara Lee or Inese Dahl (831 423 
8330) 

During the recent church family camping trip, I was surprised to 
find out that more than being interested in organized and 
structured activities,  people wanted to simply be there 
enjoying the beauty of nature, each other’s company, and 
God’s quiet voice. With our lives often being so structured and 
planned out, a time to simply be and savor the moment is a 
very special treat. A Gift.  
 
It led me to thinking about spiritual aspect of our lives and how 
we often manage to turn what was meant to be a gift into work. 
A church service, for example. I have to confess that there are 
quiet a few times when service feels like something that has to 
be done on Sunday morning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like one more chore to get it over with, but it was never meant 
to be that way! Worship service is a gift from God to be 
savored, treasured and experienced! So, how did I let my 
mind-set of a well planned and structured life trick me into 
seeing it as a chore? The same can happen to almost anything 
– prayer time, family time, volunteering, and other gifts that 
God has given us freely to enjoy.  
 
As I am looking towards a little more leisurely pace in August, I 
am also looking forward to learning to live life as a gift, not a 
chore. And, I want to challenge you to look at your life and 
think, do you see it as a gift or a chore? 
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I know you share with  me concerns about the financial 
situation affecting our parish. And I know you love  our God 
and our church as much as I do.  I have had the pri vilege of 
being married in this church and also baptizing my t hree 
children at Messiah.  It has been my church home fo r over 30 
years. And I will forever be grateful.   
 
With that said, as a faithful member of MLC,  I fee l compelled 
to do my part.  I attended the voters meeting when we 
approved the budget and now I too must be accountab le. 
 Unfortunately, during these economic times, some o f us are 
not  able to contribute more financially.  But we c an give in 
other ways! 
 
Call me crazy, but after Messiah Lutheran Preschool raised 
$1500 at a June rummage sale, I went to the church council 
and asked for permission to hold a MLC rummage sale  in 
September and was granted approval. 
 
So start saving your stuff!  This is a way every me mber of the 
congregation can feel like they are assisting MLC.  Listed 
below is the donation drop off schedule and also a list of 
ways to support the event.  A sign up will be poste d in the 
narthex in August for volunteers or feel free to co ntact me 
directly. 
 
Together we can make a difference.  We are so bless ed to be 
a part of the Messiah community.   
 
In His love, 
Gretchen  

+��������+��������+��������+�������� ����
+
���,  ��"���
��+
���,  ��"���
��+
���,  ��"���
��+
���,  ��"���
��� ���
Sunday, Sept. 6    noon-
3pm 
 
Tues., -Fri. Sept. 8-11 
9am-1pm or by 
appointment 
 
All items to be dropped 
off in Johnson Hall 
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Waters or juices to be sold 
during the sale 
Home baked goods to be 
sold during the sale 
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Thurs., Sept. 10   6pm-
9pm 
Fri., Sept. 11   6pm-9pm 
 
Day of event  Saturday, 
Sept. 12 
 
Set up  7am-9am 
Sale  9am-2pm 
Clean up  2pm-3pm 
Packing up  3pm-4pm 
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*  Make and post signs for 
the sale 
*  Pack up and deliver unsold 
items to Goodwill 
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Saturday, September 12, 2009 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Start collecting your donations today! Donations will be 
accepted the week of September 6 in Johnson Hall.  

Contact Co-Chairs are:  
Gretchen Thigpen & Cindie O’hare.   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

���!�
������*�
��
����!�
������*�
��
����!�
������*�
��
����!�
������*�
��
�� ���

����
�����������
��������"����
�����������
��������"����
�����������
��������"����
�����������
��������" ��

International Students, Inc. Santa Cruz 
 
Would you be impressed by these 
people?: 
 
* A former Islamic Jihadist military 
trainer 
* an advisor to Ronald Reagan, now a 
national "conservative spokesman" 
who debates  "New Atheists" at 
universities 
* the head pastor of a large Singapore 
church 
* the president of Biola University. They 
were all speakers at our ISI National 
Conference June 25, telling us ISI staff 
how critically important our ministries  
are. I agree! 
"I could not fight against God's love" 
said the former Jihadist, who now leads 
a ministry to exhort American 
Christians to reach Muslims. 
But even more impressive to me were 
the prayer times over both ministry and 
family issues, with my fellow ISI staff  
and my long-term friends in Denver 
and Colorado  Springs area, affirming 
and supporting what God is now doing 
in my life and in ISI ministry here. 
photos 
www.isisantacruz.smugmug.com 
DONATIONS for Soccer balls to 
Uganda 
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard/
Godfrey 
"...that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of 
insight" Phil 1:9 
 
NEXT ISI EVENTS 
weekly Tuesday Ladies Tea 
bi-weekly Thursday eves ISI Bible 
study 
 www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard 
(831)239-3429  
ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com 
signup for weekly prayer news or 
monthly partner news Join Our Mailing 
List! 
[http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email
.jsp?m=1102056358065] 
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