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This is a seminar for individuals wishing to 
learn what the Bible teaches, what 
Lutherans believe, and how we at Messiah 
Lutheran Church put it all into practice. It is 
also a great refresher course for members 
and friends to review their faith. Contact the 
office to enroll: �  423-8330 

With January comes the season of 
Epiphany.  Epiphany is a season of 
manifestations.  One epiphany I had this week, as 
I sat down to my computer to write this newsletter 
article, is that over the years, Messiah Lutheran 
has been very gracious with giving program staff 
(Inese and myself) a Christmas Gift.  I have 
always been grateful for the gift, but the January 
Newsletter always is published way before 
Christmas.  So I don’t think I have ever included in 
the January Messiah Messenger a thank you note 
for the Christmas gift! 

 

I have always wondered “how do you give 
thanks for a gift not yet revealed?”  In this beautiful 
hymn “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” we 
review in musical form the epiphanies or 
manifestations of our God at work.  Jesus at times 
kept his deity hid, but at all times is God.  Some 
people got glimpses of his deity, such as John at 
Jesus’ Baptism, or Peter at Transfiguration.  Some 
people never got a clue such as the crowds that 
shouted “Crucify Him!” 

 

This epiphany season, a time right after 
Christmas is a time to sing and give thanks.  For 
our God is an ever present God, God in man 
made manifest.  Even now, as we remember His 
first epiphanies, we give thanks for His epiphanies 
today:  The baptism of little children, healing of a 
loved one, the passing of a beloved saint of the 
church, the wonder of the first winter snowflake, 
the manifestations of God’s artwork in a Sunset.   

 

We do have reasons to sing “Songs of 
Thankfulness and Praise.”  May we also have the 
urgency and passion to sing as Zechariah did, as 
Mary did.  May we live our songs of thankfulness 
and praise daily in our lives. 
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   The time around the New Year’s is both, a time to look back at what has been accomplished during the last 
year and a time to look towards the adventures of the New Year.  
 
As I am doing that, I would, once again, like to thank you for all the love and support you have given me, but 
even more so, that you have given to the ministry of Jesus at Messiah Lutheran Church. You are His 
Church, and all the successes and joys that we, as a congregation, can experience is because you have 
responded to His call to be His witnesses.  
Working mostly in the area of Family Life Ministry, I would like to share some of the highlights there:  
 

·  Children’s worship area that was created 
in the sanctuary to accommodate families 
with young children has been a huge 
success. Over and over again, our own 
families make a good use out of it, and 
visitors with children comment on how 
welcome that area makes them feel.  

 
·  Messiah Lutheran Church and Preschool’s 

 joint Spring Carnival brought together not 
only the church and the preschool, but also 
many, many visitors from the community. 
Every such event is an opportunity for us 
to start new conversations about Christ 
with people whom God has brought on our 
church grounds.  

 
·  Our regular Family Life Ministry events and 

programs, like Sunday School, H2H Jr. 
High Youth Group, and family fun events, 
are well attended and received by the 
participants. We actually see people 
inviting their friends!  

 
·  Probably I am most happy to see the warm 

and loving relationships that continue 
developing among children, youth, families 
and people of various generations. I truly 
believe that this kind of relationship if the 
biggest strength of our church – people 
here are good at loving and caring for each 
other. That is a proof that Christ is in our 
midst.  

 

My prayer for you for the Year 2009 is that you discover 
anew and maybe even for the first time the grace that God 
has given you in Jesus Christ. And then, empowered by that 
grace, dare to live the life that reflects God’s love you have 
received. Have a blessed New Year as you celebrate God’s 
greatest Gift every day of your lives! 
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For Kids and Parents 

Sundays, from 9 - 10am @ the Pre-school 
This Month’s Theme:  LIVING WITH FAITH 
January 11: Believing What You Can’t See 
January 18: Childlike Faith 
January 25: Faith that God Has a Plan for You 
 

For more information, contact Barbara Lee or DCE Inese Dahl 
(�  831 423 8330) 
 

��� �  ����������������� ��� ��� � ������� �� ��� ��� � ������������������������� ���				��� � ����


��
���������
����
��
���������
����
��
���������
����
��
���������
��������� ��������������� ����
 

Confirmation Meetings Resume on January 7 
Wednesdays, 6.30 pm – 8:00 pm  in the Youth Room. 
Come play games and hang out with friends!  
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Sunday, January 4 after the 10am service .  
Cost for children 12 and under $10, for adults $12  
R.S.V.P. to Julie Young (jtdyoung@comcast.net) by January 2 
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There will be an elder’s meeting Tuesday evening on  
January 6 at 7:00 pm. 
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There will be a Zone Leaders Luncheon on Sunday, January 
11, immediately following the 10:00 am service . 
�
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There will be a Messiah Lutheran Council meeting on Sunday 
January 18, at 11:30 am. 
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To all of the generous and beautiful 
people who remembered my family 
and me this last month.  In the midst of 
Donna’s medical procedure, 
Christmas, and other events, I have 
been reminded many times of God 
working in and through His People.  
Your cards, prayers, cookies, dinners, 
and Christmas gifts all are much 
appreciated. I thank God for you and I 
thank you! 

 -Pastor Rick and Donna 
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We need your help to un-decorate! 

 

We need volunteers to help un-
decorate the church on Saturday 
January 10 at 9:00 am!  Come help 
wrap up the ornaments from the 
Christmas Trees, walk individual 
garlands up to the loft storage area, 
and help clean and tidy up after our 
Christmas celebrations!  
 

Donna is still recovering from her 
surgery and Jan is in Ireland so they 
are unable to un-decorate the church!  
 

Any help will be appreciated!!! 
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1. Pray to the Lord for wisdom 

(James 1:5) in regards to 
what resolutions, if any, He 
would have you make;  

2. Pray for wisdom as to how 
to fulfill the goals God gives 
you;  

3. Rely on God’s strength to 
help you;  

4. Don’t become proud or vain, 
but give God the glory. 
Psalm 37:5-6,  

5. “Commit your way to the 
LORD; trust in him and he 
will do this: He will make 
your righteousness shine 
like the dawn, the justice of 
your cause like the noonday 
sun.”  

http://www.gotquestions.org/new-
years-resolution.html 
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If you wish to join a 
weekly small group 
please contact one 
of our leaders to find 
the group closest to 
you! 
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Tim Madsen  
� 831-459-0669 
Mondays at 7:00 pm 
Reuben Helick  
� 831-662-4548 
Mondays at 7:00 pm 
Inese & Pastor  
� 831-423-8330 
Thursdays at  
7:00 pm 
Leonard Damm 
� 831-423-8330 
Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm 
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Call the office for 
more information 
(831-423-8330) 
 

Good Shepherd  
Thursdays at  
10:00 am 
Men’s Bible Class 
Tuesday’s at  
9:00 am 
Monday Night 
Bible Study 
contact Barbara Lee 
for more information 
�  831-423-8330 
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4 H2H Ice Skating in Monterey 11:30 am 
5 MLP Preschool Resumes 
6 MLC Elder’s Meeting 7:00 pm 
7 H2H confirmation class resumes 7:00 pm 
10 Church Un-Decorating Work Party!  9:00 am 
11 Zone Leaders Luncheon  11:00 am 
11 MLC Council Meeting  11:30 am 
17 Welcome to Messiah Class 9:00 am 
19 Martin Luther King Day (office closed) 
24 MLP Progressive Dinner 5:30 pm 
28 Lutheran Campus Ministry Mtg. 12:00 pm 
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Some ISI students made Sentinel newspaper and 
KICU - TV  news last week!  
 
UCSC Indian Students organized a Candlelight 
Vigil at the Santa Cruz clock tower to honor 
victims of last month's Mumbai Terrorist attacks. 
Because many of them had already been helped 
in various ways by ISI Santa Cruz -- airport 
pickups, Friendship Partners,  free furniture, 
snow trips,-- we had built a foundation of trust for 
them to call on our help organizing, inviting all our 
contacts, saying a prayer, even reusing some 
leftover church candles for all attendees to hold. 
 
Thank you ISI partners. Together we are lighting 
the lives of world leaders with Christ's love. 
 
"let your light shine before men that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven." Matthew 5:16 
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����� ISI Bay Area ski-
 bus trip 
��������� ISI Bay Area Snow 
 play Home stay trip 
���	  ISI Bay Area event  @ 
 Cocoanut Grove & 
 Boardwalk 
 
Questions? Contact Peggy 
Pollard, ISI Santa Cruz staff at: 
ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com  
 
Sharing Christ's love with 
International Students 
  
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/Peggy
Pollard/NewsFiles 
�
������ �(��
www.isiSantaCruz.smugmug.com  
 



 



 

 


