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Welcome To  
Messiah Class 

Saturday, January 16th 2010 
 

This is a seminar for individuals 
wishing to learn what the Bible 
teaches, what Lutherans believe, 
and how we at Messiah Lutheran 
Church put it all into practice. It is 
also a great refresher course for 
members and friends to review 
their faith. Contact the office to 
enroll: ( 423-8330 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Thank You 
 

A Special Thank You, To all of 
the generous and beautiful 
people who remembered my 
family and me this last month.  In 
the midst Christmas, and other 
events, I have been reminded 
many times of God working in 
and through His People.  Your 
cards, prayers, cookies, and 
Christmas gifts all are much 
appreciated. I thank God for you 
and I thank you! 
 
Pastor Rick and Donna 

Pastorès Ponderings 
  

As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

    As with joy they hailed its light, 

    Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee.  
 
As with Gladness Men of Oldò LSB 397.  Text and Music: Public domain. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

With January comes the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany is a season 
of manifestations.  One epiphany I had this week, as I sat down to my 
computer to write this newsletter article, is that it is hard to write an Epiphany 
Newsletter article in the middle of December and in the season of Advent. 

 
The above Epiphany hymn is one of my favorites.  I so much 

appreciate the forward and faithful looking point of view! (something that is 
sometimes hard to do!)  I wonder how much we truly pay attention to looking 
far enough ahead.  We have been seeking to follow Jesus lead by reaching 
out with His love to the people and neighbors around us. 

 
I have been so thankful, and filled with joy this Advent and Christmas 

season for the joy in our neighbors and friends as we reach out with that love.  
Thankful for the ñMerry Christmasò responses as I walked down the street 
greeting everyone with a ñMerry Christmas.  Thankful for the joy of a 
congregation that is excited with the message of the Gospel during this 
Christmas. Thankful for God shining the light of His love through the beaming 
bright smiles of the kids at the live nativity.  Thankful for the New Year and 
looking forward to our Lord leading us in mission here at Messiah Lutheran. 

 
This Epiphany season, a time right after Christmas, is a time to sing 

and give thanks.  Even now, as we remember His first epiphanies, we give 
thanks for His epiphanies today:  The baptism of little children, healing of a 
loved one, the passing of a beloved saint of the church, the wonder of the first 
winter snowflake, and the manifestations of Godôs artwork in a Sunset.   
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interests (art) and preaching the Gospel at the same 
time. As a result, we saw more un-churched kids 
participating than I have seen in all three years of me 
being at this church. During the next year, we hope to 
offer an After-school Creative Arts Program to continue 
on what was successfully begun.  

 
Our family events have played an important 

part in bringing people together. Simple activities, like 
beach bon-fire, Christmas party, camping trip, and 
bowling have allowed families to get to know each 
other better.  

 
I also want to thank our Sunday School 

teachers for their work and flexibility during a 
somewhat challenging year, as we have been short of 
two teachers. I have made progress in finding new 
teachers and hope that we will have a full team of 
Sunday School teachers very soon.  

 
There is so much to be thankful for. There is so 

much to be excited about as well towards the future 
and what God has in plan for us. God is our strength, 
God is our guideéLetôs follow Him as a church and in 
our own personal lives. .  

 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic.  

Happy New Year! May it be full of new 
adventures and experiences with your loving Heavenly 
Father! May you come to know Him in ways that you 
have not before! 

 
As usual in January, I like to share some of the 

highlights of the previous year thanking God for all that 
He has made possible and thanking you for being 
willing tools in His hands.  

 
During the last year, we have been blessed to 

see new families joining our church and ministry. It is 
great to hear childrenôs voices joining in worship and 
babies singing praises to God in their own beautiful 
way! Not only we have more children at church, but 
they also seem to feel comfortable and happy there! 
They sit in the first pew and run up for childrenôs 
messages way faster than I can get there! They 
occasionally complain to me about the snacks and tell 
me what I should have done differently for their 
programs! I hope that through these experiences at 
church they are learning something about the joy, 
freedom and excitement that come with being Godôs 
child. And I hope that we as adults are learning about 
the same things from our children.  

 
Last year we also set on a new adventure by 

changing our Vacation Bible School into Creative Arts 
Summer Enrichment Program. By doing that, we did 
not sacrifice the message of the Gospel, but rather 
reached out to our community by responding to their 
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Confirmation Meetings  
Resume on January 5  

 

Tuesdays, 5:30 to 7:00 pm 

 in the youth room 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
For Kids and Parents  

Sundays, from 9 to 

10am @ the Pre -

school 

Resumes on 

January 10  
 

 

 

Insights from Inese, DCE 
Something Old, Something NewÜ 
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International Students, Inc. 
Santa Cruz 

 
January 6 celebrates the Epiphany of the Magi, the mysterious 
wise visitors who found the baby  Jesus by their research of  
stars and scriptures. They brought expensive gifts to worship 
the baby -- a royal party honoring the moment in history when  
God stooped down to earth to touch our lives. 
 
ISI follows that nativity tradition a party to welcome the wise 
scholars from the East who are studying God's truth in nature 
and wisdom here at our colleges and university, guiding them to 
find Christ as fulfillment of their quests. To welcome our modern 
Magi we match  Friendship Partners (now about 30) activities, 
organizes friendship events such as Snow-play weekend Feb 
26-28, and Bible study. 
 
Thanks for partnering with us. 
 
See pictures:  www.isisantacruz.smugmug.com 
"'We saw his star as it rose and we have come to worship 
him'...the star they had seen in the east guided them to 
Bethlehem. ...they were filled with joy! They entered the house 
and saw the child...they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts..." 
(Matthew 2:2,10-11) 
 
Sharing Christ's Love with International Students 

Peggy Pollard, ISI Santa Cruz campus staff. 
 
International Students, Inc. Santa Cruz 
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard 
archived news 
www.isiwebnet.net/sites/PeggyPollard/CCArchive 
(831)239-3429  ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Generous giving is  
a grace from God. 

 
St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, reminded 

us, "And now, brothers, we want you to know about 
the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. Out of the most severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up 
in rich  
generosity. For I testify 
that they gave as much 
as they were able, and 
even beyond their 
ability" (2 Corinthians 8: 
1-3). We don't read that 
an emotional appeal 
was made to these 
Christians, urging them 
to give. We don't read 
that, out of guilt, they 
reluctantly checked their 
pockets for spare 
change. We're informed 
that they  
existed in a state of "extreme poverty;" they 
weren't giving out of their abundance. Out of 
joy, they gave even beyond their means, 
because they were recipients of God's 
grace.  

 
Are we also recipients of God's 

grace? What is our response to that grace? 
Perhaps, in our personal devotional time, we 
might do well to turn our attention from our 
supplications to concentrating' on giving 
thanks for the blessings God has given us. 
Surely our lists would be long and continue 
to grow as the Spirit brings to our minds 
more and more events and circumstances 
for which we're grateful. As we focus on our 
giving during our Ten for Ten program, let us 
pray for hearts like the Macedonians which 
were joyful in spite of circumstances and 
which responded in generous giving to the 
Lord and His people. 

 

! (ÕÇÅ Ȱ4(!.+ 9/5ȱ 4Ï !ÌÌ 
-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȭÓ 6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȦ 

  

A special thanks to everyone who helped 
with: Decorating the Church, The 
$Ï×ÎÔÏ×Î (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 0ÁÒÁÄÅȟ 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
Christmas Program, The Live Nativity, and 
our other special Christmas Events!  

 7Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȟ 'ÏÄ ÔÒÕÌÙ 
has blessed us with such a giving 
congregation.  

 

God Bless, 

The Messiah Lutheran Staff  

Lord, 
Let you love. 

mailto:ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com
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