{ Atthe Dec 3" Congregational meeting, a budget

! was passed that forecast a deficit of $62,000.
At that time it was also agreed to change the
health insurance plan for the Messiah Lutheran
Church full-time staff. With cost cutting
measures in mind, the council changed the
insurance plan to achieve a savings of $12,648
while still providing coverage to our full time
staff.

Pastor Rice has agreed to move his health insurance coverage
from the plan provided by MLC to a plan offered through his wife’s
employer. This change will result in significant savings for MLC,
however it will also significantly increase medical expenses for
Pastor’s family. To compensate for that increase, MLC will return
his salary and housing allowance to the amount in his original Call
documents from 2001. However this will still result is an additional
savings of $7500.

With these two changes the budgeted deficit
has been reduced to $38,000!

But we are not done yet.

We've all been faced with challenges in our life, and this is one we
must overcome together. | encourage, and ask for your
participation in finding a solution to the deficit.

Please contact me if you are willing to meet and discuss ways to
increase revenue or control expenses. All ideas are welcome!

Tim Madsen,
Messiah Lutheran Church President
831-459-0669

As a strong congregation with
aspirations of growth and
service, it's important that we
have a  website that
represents all that we can
(and do) offer our community.

If you would like to participate
in setting a vision, goals and
requirements for our website,
please contact Tim Madsen.
An ad-hoc group is being
created to update the MLC
website. (http://www.messiah-
lutheran.us/)

Remember you don’t need to
have technical knowledge to
have a great idea, for the
website! We are open to all
ideas from everyone!
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What do an Accordion, Epiphany, and Shinning Light, all have in

common? They all are descriptor words for the church season of
Epiphany...and you are probably thinking, Pastor that was “So last

$%! $ month!”

We are currently in the unusual church season. Unlike most other
seasons of the church which have a set day or length of days, Epiphany
is a season that stretches or shrinks (like an accordion) between
Christmas and Ash Wednesday. If Ash Wednesday is later in the year,
Epiphany is a longer season. If Ash Wednesday is earlier in the year, it
is a shorter season.

But that doesn’t change the meaning behind Epiphany. This season is
all about God revealing himself, in many signs and wonders to his
people—and always for the purpose of drawing us closer into a
relationship with him.

Light is identified in many of these special events, in many of our Lord’s
revelations. The Wise Men followed a Star. At Jesus’ Transfiguration,

His clothes beamed bright like lightning. Scripture shares how people
living in darkness have seen a great light! We are blessed with God’s
light shining into our lives.

And this is where the shining comes in. | have always marveled at the
brightness of the moon. Last month we were blessed with one of those

once a year, BIG full moons. The moon was the closest it will be in
revolving around the earth for this calendar year. Yet in all it's
brightness it is not the source for the light. It reflects that light shines
sun.

We are children who strive to walk in the light of our Lord. We shine
like the moon, reflecting the love of Christ Jesus our Lord into lives of
others. When we walk in God’s light, people see in our faces, attitudes
and actions God’s light. May we always be God’s Epiphany Children!
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| had my article all planned out for this month. | was going to write about
our Small Group Ministry and all the benefits it brings. | asked several
small group members to share about their experience, and when | received
their responses, | realized that they do a far better job with describing this
ministry than | could ever do!

“Small groups Bible study is like so many things in life, "the more you put
into something, the more you get out of it". Not only have | gained a better
insight and understanding of God's word, in addition | seem to find more
meaning in Sunday's sermon. What | have found most rewarding is the
personal interaction or fellowship with other Christians. | feel more
connected with our church because I'm building personal relationships with
other church members. Our group brings diverse life experiences together
to study in an open and non-threatening setting to discover what God is
trying to say to us. It makes me reflect, the rest of the week on what was
discussed. This opens dialog with others like my family, coworkers and
friends alike. In essence, | know that God is working through me and that
makes me feel good.”

-Karen Covello

“Participating in the small group study provides me with an opportunity to
deeply consider the Word and to compare my experience with that of other
Christians. In discussing each week’s passage and sharing views with
others, | gain a greater understanding of the context, meaning and purpose
of God's word. In small group study, others share their successes,
shortcomings, difficulties and wisdom with me and | profit greatly by their
sharing. Also, by considering the text so thoroughly before the sermon, |
am able to consider the pastors words more effectively than | could if | did
not participate in small group.”
-Tim Madsen

“Our small group, which met mostly at our home evenings, also shared the
home of Miriam and Stan Langum. We had wonderful sharing of the Bible,
but also sharing personal concerns and our love for Jesus. Please come
and join us. We do serve cookies as we meet once a week in Scotts
Valley. With hopes of meeting again in the near future.”

-June and Paul Fuge

“We meet on Thursday nights, which means | have taken another walk with
Jesus this week. The small Group Bible Study is a place where you get to
know the wonderful people worshiping next to you on Sunday. Studying
the next Sunday’s lesson is like knowing the answers before the test and
makes for deeper understanding during the sermon.”

-Kevin Dahl
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Tim Madsen
831-459-0669
Mondays at 7:00 pm

Reuben Helick
831-662-4548
Mondays at 6:30 pm

Inese & Pastor

831-423-8330
Thursdays at
7:15 pm

Leonard Damm

831-423-8330
Wednesdays at
2:00 pm




For Kids and Parents

Sundays, from 9 to 10am @ the Pre-
Confirmation Meetings Resume on January 7 school

Wednesdays, 6.30 pm — 8:00 pm in the Youth Room.
Come play games and hang out with friends! .-

Feb.1 Faith the God Knows Best

Feb.8 Faith When You're in Trouble
v Feb.15 Faith When You Don't Have
- Much
Feb.22 Faith When You Don’t See

. @ the Answer

February 11, from 6 to 8pm v QZ For more information, contact Barbara
Lee or
Come, celebrate Valentine’s Day by giving to others! We will DCE Inese Dahl (831 423 8330)

be making sweet and not so sweet surprises for elderly people
in the nursing home. Don’t forget to bring friends! -

The February 18th meeting of LWML
will be held in Johnson Hall at 11:30.
Hostesses for the Iluncheon are
Darlene Stumpf and Bernice

Sunday, February 15 aftel’ the 10am SerV|Ce Burchard. All members are asked to

Cost: $10, plus for snacks bring a can of beans (pork and beans)

Don’t forget to invite friends! for our Food Closet. Also, please

R.S.V.P. to Julie Young (jtdyoung@comcast.net) remember your Mite Boxes--due in

by February 11! March!! Members will be called for a
DEFINITE RESPONSE on Monday,
February 16!

(http://Iwww.bearvalley.com/ )

Estimated Cost: $40 per person (covers food and gas)

Activities: Lift passes per day: children 6-12: $16, teen (13- | " #S # %
19): $49, adult: $59 & (
| # *

Sledding, snow fights, worship and Bible study for FREE ! )

Stuff to bring: sleeping bags, towels, bathing suits, Bible, warm . ! , to# $
clothes, and personal hygiene items. % ‘_g:$& "
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Messiah Lutheran Kids
girthday Celebration for Jegyq
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