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Mid-Week Lenten Series 
“Life Together”  

 
Ash Wednesday: February 17, 
“Life‟s Better in My Hands” 
12:00 pm  and 7:00 pm 
1 Peter 2:20-25   
 
Lenten Midweek 2: February 24  
“I‟m Being True to Myself!” 
12:00 pm  
1 Peter 1:22-25 
 
Lenten Midweek 3: March 3  
“This Is It?” 
12:00 pm  
1 Peter 1:3-5 
 
Lenten Midweek 4: March 10  
“How Do You Know Who I am?” 
12:00 pm 
1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
Lenten Midweek 5: March 17  
“How Can I Believe in a God Who 
Would…” 
12:00 pm  
1 Peter 4:12-25 
 
Lenten Midweek 6: March 24  
12:00 pm  
“I Need This…and This…and This…” 
1 Peter 4:1-6 
 

Based on a sermon series by Rev. 
Dr. Dale Meyer, president of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

 
 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
All depends on our possessing 
Godôs abundant grace and blessing, 
    Though all earthly wealth depart. 
They who trust with faith unshaken 
By their God are not forsaken 
    And will keep a dauntless heart 

 

Text and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

As I write this article, we are already hearing about ashes.  Not the 
ashes of Ash Wednesday, but the ashes and dust of ruins following 
that tragic earthquake in Haiti.   The traditional Ash Wednesday hymn 
above gives us a point of view for a Christian‟s response  
 

This verse reflects on the all completeness of God‟s providence for our 
lives.  With the startling news out of Haiti and the tragedy of loss of 
lives, homes and sustenance we are reminded how much we need to 
trust in our God who cares for us! 
 

God‟s Grace and Blessing!  All that we really need, and even if all 
„earthly wealth depart‟ we are still richly blessed by God‟s grace.  We 
who have lived through earthquakes, know the power of the earth 
shaking.  Still we sing in this hymn “They who trust with faith unshaken, 
by their God are not forsaken!   
 

St. Paul in his letter to the Romans clearly and confidently shares how 
committed our God is to us.  “Nothing can separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8). I pray that we live 
our faith lives with the same commitment.  Join us during this season 
of Lent as we reflect upon God‟s word and examine our faith lives and 
commitment in light of His Blessings. Join me as I pray for those 
survivors, caregivers and rescue and relief workers that God would 
pour out His blessings at this time.   
 

Change In Communion 
Starting Wednesday Feb. 17,2010, Ash Wednesday, the communion wine will be changed to RED wine.  
The purple grape juice will be changed to WHITE grape juice and PLEASE NOTE it will be placed in 
the CENTER CIRCLE of the tray.  This is being done to better represent the blood of Jesus and what better 
time to make the change than Ash Wed. and the Lenten Season.  This will be a permanent change to our 
communion practices. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic.  

I was there to hear your new-born cry…So starts one of my 
favorite hymns. It talks about God‟s constant presence and love 
throughout different ages and stages of our lives. When we 
ourselves and our lives change, God changes not. He loved us 
as babies, as occasionally rebellious teenagers, in middle-age 
and when we are about to enter the eternity with Him.  
 
As I look at our congregation, I can see this hymn in it. In the 
month of February, we are looking towards celebrating Baptism 
of several children from our congregation. We will also celebrate 
a new home for one of our church families. Just recently we 
rejoiced at the 90th birthday of one of our faithful members.  
 
God has brought us together– people of different ages, different 
backgrounds, personalities, gifts and talents, with different 
worship preferences and even attention spans. Still, we are all 
united in the Body of Jesus Christ. Because of that unity, we 
can come to understand that different is not bad. Different is 
actually good, for “if the whole body were an eye, where would 
the sense of hearing be? If the whole body was an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be? 1. Cor.12:17” 
 
And although, the “nose” and the “ear” might not always “see 
eye to eye,” God welcomes us all –young and old, introvert and 
extravert, single and married, happy and sad. Not only He 
welcomes us, but He rejoices in us, different as we are, created 
by Him to be a blessing to each other and the world around us.  

 
As I look around during Sunday worship, I realize that I am 
thankful to have learned from people who have a long life lived 
with Christ behind them. There is stability and depth there that I 
can long for. I have also learned commitment and patience from 
parents who bring their young children to church, although it 
often means focusing a lot of their attention on watching their 
children rather than being able to hear the sermon. And, of 
course, I have learned from our children. Their enthusiasm, 
honesty, and joy that flows freely, gives me a glimpse of what it 
means to know God who is not only just and full of grace, but 
also fun.  
 
So, let‟s look around. Let‟s rejoice in our differences without 
trying to make everyone into us, for our differences truly are a 
gift of God and a way for Him to carry out His will in our lives 
and the world.  
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Tuesdays  

5:30 to 7:00 pm  
In the Youth Room 

 
 

 

Insights from Inese, DCE 
Many Parts, One Body  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
For Kids and Parents  

Sundays, from 9 to 

10am @ the Pre -

school 

Resumes on 

January 10  
 



Messiah Messenger 3 February 2010 
  

International Students, Inc. 
Santa Cruz 

 

Growing up as the Body of Christ 
Our January monthly planning team 
meeting was the best ever, six 
members taking on responsibilities for 
parts of our ISI program. Cost effective 
ministry!  For the price of a part-time 
staff coaching the team, we have six 
ministry leaders, more than 60 
ministers, and new ones being 
recruited who are reaching Christ's 
love through friendship with 120 future 
world leaders: international students at 
UCSC, Cabrillo and Bethany. 
 
Activities being planned: Bible study, 
English Conversation using the Bible, 
Furniture donations, Game Night, 
Ladies movie night, Career Seminar, 
Waltz lesson,  Henry  Cowell Hike, ski 
trip, Snowplay and Yosemite weekends 
and volunteer follow up. 
 
Orientation meetings for new 
volunteers being planned soon. Join 
the team! 
"...From Him, the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work" 
Ephesians 4:16 
 

Peggy Pollard, staff, 
International Students, Inc. Santa 
Cruz 
 ISI.SantaCruz@gmail.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

LWML Annual Soup Luncheon 
 
The LWML will meet on Wednesday, February 10, at 11:30 a.m., 
in Johnson Hall, for the annual Soup Luncheon.  We will have a 
guest speaker--Captain Gordon Nakagawa (ret.) will speak on 
his experience in Vietnam and his captivity as a prisoner of war 
at the Hanoi Hilton.  Hostesses are:  Joyce Riffel, Darlene 
Stumpf, Ruth Kjaer and Sue Reeves.  Members will be called on 
the previous Monday for a definite response. 
  
LWML CORDIALLY INVITES ALL MEMBERS OF MESSIAH TO 
ATTEND OUR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 
AT 11:30 a.m., IN JOHNSON HALL,  TO HEAR CAPTAIN 
NAKAGAWA.  FOLLOWING CAPTAIN NAKAGAWA'S 
PRESENTATION,  A BUFFET SOUP LUNCHEON WILL BE 
HELD TO WHICH ALL OUR GUESTS ARE INVITED. 
  
RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST AND A RESPONSE TO SUE 
REEVES (423-0505) IS DUE ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 
BY NOON. 

 

Readers are Needed 
for 10:00 am 

Sunday services! 
Try something new! 

It‟s an easy and short way to do 
a little servant duty… 

Contact Jonathan @ 252 0905 
or  

Barbara in the office. 
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Additional missionaries deploy to  Dominican 

Republic  to assist with ongoing work in  Haiti  
 
Regional missionaries re-deployed 
LCMS missionaries from other parts of Latin America arrived in the Dominican 
Republic to further assist the missionaries who are permanently stationed in the 
Dominican Republic. These re-deployed missionaries included Rev. Dr. Jorge and 
Olga Groh (Panama), Rev. Ed and Cherie Auger (Cayman Islands), and James and 
Christel Neuendorf (Panama). Rev. Groh and James Neuendorf arrived in the 
Dominican Republic on Jan. 21 to travel as part of the initial assessment team into 
Haiti. The other missionaries arrived just days later. 
   

Ministering to Haitian refugees in the Dominican Republic 
The Dominican Republic Mission Team, along with Dominican Lutherans, responded to the 
need for immediate assistance at the Haitian border as refugees began flooding in during the 
days and weeks following the Jan. 12 earthquake. Danelle Putnam writes, "The Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Jimani normally houses 60 people. One evening, our mission team fed approximately 

700, including 500 patients. The hospital is brimming with Haitians suffering from fractures and other types of trauma. Please 
join us in prayer that God will guide us in meeting both the physical and spiritual needs of these hurting people. We pray 
that God's Word can be shared to give comfort and hope." 
  
These Dominican Republic-based missionaries and their team of Dominican doctors, vicars, and church members provided the 
essential logistical support needed for the effective work of an LCMS World Relief and Human Care Mercy Medical Team 

(MMT). The team arrived on Jan. 19, and half of the 13-member team worked through the night to care for patients at the Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Jimani, a city near the Haiti border where Haitian refugees have fled since last week's devastating 
earthquake. Rev. Ted Krey said, "The Good Samaritan Hospital was a mission of limited facilities. Saturday [Jan. 16] there were 
137 patients, and by the next day, 500, and in total over 800 patients throughout the period that we stayed there with the Mercy 
Medical Team. The missionaries, LCMS World Relief and Human Care personnel, and Dominican Lutherans, provided water, 
rice, and beans to those in need and began planning for future relief efforts. 
  
Assessment team in Haiti 
An LCMS assessment team was taken to various locations in Haiti on Jan. 22 and 23, accompanied by leaders of 
theEvangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELCH), including President Marky Kessa. The ELCH leaders emphasized how 
encouraging and important it was to them to have brothers in Christ come to their aid. 
   
James Neuendorf, who served on the assessment team, wrote, "The intensity of destruction [in Port-au-Prince] went on far 
longer than I expected, block after block pulverized . . .We thought the destruction towards Jacmel was getting to be less, but 
when we got into downtown it was even worse than in Port-au-Prince, with people sleeping everywhere outside in Coleman 
tents." Upon their return, the assessment team emphasized the importance of working with the ELCH in any immediate and 
ongoing relief and outreach efforts in Haiti. Rev Dr. Jorge Groh commented, "I was happy to see how strong the leadership of 
the church is. I believe the ELCH is in a good position to follow through with the response that LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care and LCMS World Mission are formulating." 
   
On behalf of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, LCMS World Relief and Human Care (the mercy arm of the LCMS) is 
working cooperatively with LCMS World Mission (the mission sending arm of the LCMS), LCMS congregations and districts, and 
U.S. and international partners to provide immediate and long-term relief for the people of Haiti and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Haiti. 

 

 

Haiti Disaster: Want to Help?  
Here are Some Ways to Donate!  

 

Door offering here will be forwarded to  

 LCMS World Relief . Or you can donat e online at 

www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti . Thrivent will match 

every $2.00 with $1.00 given to LCMS World Relief 

or Lutheran World Relief . 

Information  

For the most recent updates of the LCMS relief 

effort in Haiti, visit www.lcms.org/worldrelief .  

To learn more about LCMS GEO missionary Alyssa 

Stone and her role in Haiti,  

visit  www.lcms.org?15195  or view her print - ready 

prayer card 

at www.lcmsworldmission.org/prayercar ds .  

http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti
http://www.lcms.org/worldrelief
http://www.lcms.org/?15195
http://www.lcmsworldmission.org/prayercards
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 Messiah Lutheran Church 
 Human Care Committee 
  
 Is hosting:  

 

 

òIntroduction to Crisis  
and Disaster Responseó 

 

On Saturday, February 20, 2010 
With the Pastor of Disaster ð Jim Uhey 

(Pastor Uhey, is currently in  Haiti helping in the Crisis)  
 
 

Cost:  $25.00 
Time :  8:00 AM ð NOON  

Cost includes workbook, cont inental breakfast,  
and drinks . 

 
 
 

For more information and registration please call the Pastor Rice  
@  

831.423.8330 
 

The Course is also being offered by Santa Cruz Bible Church on 
 Saturday February 13th.  

 



 

 


