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Sunday School Kids interview MLC Members

The Students of Messiah Lutheran’s
Bible Blitz Sunday School became
full fledged reporters for the
Messiah Messenger last Sunday.

With notebooks and press passes
in hand they set out to ask our
members one of the toughest
questions—“When did you have
faith that God knew best?”

Our Reporters and Field artists
returned with the following answers:

By Messiah Messenger Field Artist Jack

By Messiah Messenger
Reporter Nathan Madsen

Q: “When did you have faith that
God knew Best?”

By Messiah Messenger
Reporter Sarah Madsen

“Inese has faith that God knew best
when she moved from Latvia to the
USA.

MLC Member 1: “All the time.”

MLC Member 2: “Many times in my
80 years—too many to count.”

MLC Member 3: Always.”

MLC Member 4: Whenever |
decide to change careers. It's very
scary.”

MLC Member 5:

“When | made my move to Santa
Cruz.”

MLC Member 6:

Every day. | give my life up to God
and trust in Him.

MLC Member 7:

When | was very sick. | trusted in
God and God told me I'd be better.

Q: “When did you have faith
that God knew Best?”

MLC Member 8:
When my husband had to have
surgery.

By Messiah &
Messenger L] NE
Field Artist |

Sara K. / A !

By Messiah Messenger
Reporter Emma Anderson

Q: “When did you have faith that
God knew Best?”

MLC Member 8:
When our fourth child was born with
a kidney problem.




Lenten Sunday’s Worship
Themes: “disCipleship”

For the Sundays of Lent, the
readings lend themselves to a
focus on discipleship — which is
always an appropriate theme for
the followers of Jesus — and
especially during Lent. The C in
disCipleship is  capitalized,
highlighting the six thematic
words in the series — the Call,
the Cross, the Cleansing, the
Crisis, the Covenant, and the
Celebration. Join us on Sunday
mornings at the 8 or 10am
worship service.

Lenten Midweek Worship

Themes: “King of Kings”

For our midweek Lenten
Services we explore our King
Jesus Christ's constellation of
kings through the Bible’s History.
Beginning with King David and
working through the lives and
stories of Saul, Solomon, Ahab,
Zedikiah and ending with Herod
we learn why we truly needed
and still need our Lord Jesus.
Join us on this reflective and
spiritual journey beginning with
Ash Wednesday services (12
noon & 7pm) and continuing
Wednesdays at 12 noon in our
chapel.

Small Group
Leaders & Meeting
Times

Tim Madsen
831-459-0669
Mondays at 7:00 pm

Reuben Helick
831-662-4548
Mondays at 6:30 pm

Inese & Pastor

831-423-8330
Thursdays at
7:15 pm

Leonard Damm
831-423-8330

Wednesdays at

2:00 pm

If you would like to join a

small group, contact Inese or

Pastor Rick (831-423-8330).
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By Pastor Rice

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!
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| sometimes ponder about my perception of time. There are times when |
look at my watch and wonder “where did the time go?” | had this LONG list
of things to do and people to see and | have not even get one of them done!
Where did my time go?

There are also times when the time seems to DRAG on forever and ever!
Most of the time this lately has been happening in waiting rooms! Though it
does rear up it's reputation in other locations. | have even seen some
parishioners with that look on their faces, glancing at their watches during
some of our services here at Messiah!

With the rains of this winter, | have been speaking prayers of thanksgiving.
At the same time, | am also eager for the sun and warmth of Spring. | so
enjoy the lengthening of days! In that eagerness, | want to see the spring
rains continue! AND | want to see the fresh morning dawns.

That is the point where our spirituality meets our physicality. Our lord the
King of Kings, Jesus Christ comes as that bright morning star lifting us up
out of our dark days and empowering us with the light and beauty he brings!
We eagerly sing and pray this hymn “Come quickly, King of Kings” because
we relish the time and the place of his coming!
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Messiah Lutheran Church offers Small Group Bibles
Studies for its members and community. Small
groups meet once a week in different group leaders
home throughout Santa Cruz County.

“Small groups Bible study is like so many things in life, "the more you put
into something, the more you get out of it". Not only have | gained a better
insight and understanding of God's word, in addition | seem to find more
meaning in Sunday's sermon. What | have found most rewarding is the
personal interaction or fellowship with other Christians.

Our group brings diverse life experiences together to study in an open and
non-threatening setting to discover what God is trying to say to us. It
makes me reflect, the rest of the week on what was discussed. This
opens dialog with others like my family, coworkers and friends alike. In
essence, | know that God is working through me and that makes me feel
good.” -Karen Covello, Small Group Member
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A message from our DCE
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We have entered my favorite season of the church year — Lent. Partially |
favor this season during this time 14 years ago | first realized God’s love for
me and was adopted into His family through the gift of Baptism. . But, also,
every year | am touched anew by Christ's willingness to turn His face
towards Jerusalem, towards suffering and towards His death. It is in such a
contrast to my own desire to run from trouble, going in the opposite direction,
if possible at all.

The truth, though, is that we can't always run away from our trouble and
from the trouble of people around us. Jesus, despite His fear and survivor
instinct (He was a human, after all!), went to Jerusalem to give himself for
us. It is not that Jesus was not afraid. It is that His love for us was greater
than His fear for himself.

| don’t know about you, but | want to learn from our Lord and Savior. | want
to learn especially because we are finding ourselves in a place and time
when we and many people around us are struggling with financial problems,
loosing jobs and simply being afraid for themselves, their families and their
future.

So, the challenge of the Lent for us is, with God’s help, put aside or maybe
not give in to our own fear and doubt, and be a blessing to people around
us. There are so many ways to do that — volunteer at a food pantry, make a
dinner for a family that you know is struggling, offer a listening ear to people
who need to “vent.” There is so much we can do the spread the message of
hope to people who need it. The question is, are we going to do it?

Acolyte Schedule

March 1

March 15

April 5

May 17

May 31

8:00 a.m.

Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Danielle Young
Anthony Locatelli

8:00 a.m.

Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Amanda Ditlevsen
Anthony Locatelli

8:00 a.m.

Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Amanda Ditlevsen
Anthony Locatelli

8:00 a.m.

Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Danielle Young
Anthony Locatelli

8:00 a.m.

Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Amanda Ditlevsen
Danielle Young

Confirmation Classes

When: weekly on Wednesdays,
6.30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Where: in the upstairs Youth Room.

Come early to play games
and hang out with friends!

Summer Camping Trip
July 17-19 @
Big Basin State Park

Cost: $22 (tent cabin), 16 (tent) per
person, plus food

$10 non-refundable deposit per family
(there is a cancellation fee) if you are
interested let Inese know ASAP.

Every Sunday at

9am in the Pre-school

We invite children ages 4-10 and
their parents to join in the fun as
you grow in faith together as
families.

Living With Faith

For more

information,

Barbara Lee or Inese Dahl
(831 423 8330)

contact



A note from the editor...

Our Bible Blitz Sunday School Kids
interviewed Messiah Lutheran’s
Congregation. They asked the question:
“When did you have faith that God knew
best?” This is an important question for
us to contemplate. How often do we try
to control things that are out of our
hands? How often do we actually let go
and trust completely in God?

We often forget that there are some
things we cannot control, cannot
understand, cannot “fix” or change.

But we can accept, and we can trust.
This Lent let us sit with Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane, and remember
that though we may be afraid; to find true
peace, we must trust in God.

Mark 14:32-50

% They went to a place called
Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, "Sit here while | pray." * He
took Peter, James and John along with
him, and he began to be deeply
distressed and troubled. ** "My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of
death,"” he said to them. "Stay here and
keep watch."

% Going a little farther, he fell to the
ground and prayed that if possible the
hour might pass from him. ** "Abba,
Father," he said, "everything is possible
for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not
what | will, but what you will."

% Then he returned to his disciples and
found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to
Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not
keep watch for one hour? * Watch and
pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
body is weak."

% Once more he went away and prayed
the same thing. *° When he came back,
he again found them sleeping, because
their eyes were heavy. They did not
know what to say to him.

*1 Returning the third time, he said to
them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?
Enough! The hour has come. Look, the
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners. ** Rise! Let us go! Here comes
my betrayer!"




