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Palm Sunday:

April 5, 10:00 am

Maundy Thursday:

April 9, 7:00 pm

Good Friday:

April 10 12:00pm & 7:00 pm

Sunrise Service:
6:30 am

Early Service
8:00 a.m.

Late Service
10:00 a.m.

Messiah Lutheran Church offers
Early Communion to children
ages 10 and above who wish to
learn more about the Sacrament
of the Altar. The class runs two
hours and includes instruction
on what the Bible teaches, what
Lutheran believe about the
sacrament. We also compare
what other Christian Churches
believe about the sacrament.

This year we are offering the
class on April 25" at 9 am.
Please call Pastor Rice for more
information. Call the Church
office to register for the class.

By Pastor Rice
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It is always a joy to see the Sanctuary of Messiah Lutheran Church filled with
the Saints of God gathered for worship. | don't’ know how many times
someone will pull me aside and remark, wouldn't it be great if our church was
as full every Sunday of the year as it is on Easter Sunday!

We gather with “high delight” as we join in multitudes singing our
praises for our Heavenly Father and His love He expresses to us through our
Lord Jesus death and resurrection.

The author of this hymn, calls us to each do our part to share the good
news of salvation through Jesus for ev'ry nation! | invite you to reflect who
has God placed before you to invite to our Holy Week and Easter
Celebrations. Why not consider asking a UCSC Student to your home for
Easter Dinner (since they already had the ‘spring break’ and they are here
Easter Weekend!) Look for other opportunities to share the joy we all have
in the beautiful gift of New Life!
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Come enjoy a delicious Easter Breakfast and celebrate with your family
and friends! Breakfast will be served from 7:00 am (following th e
Easter Sunrise Service) until 12:00 pm.
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A message from our DCE

Last month we

celebrated a baptism of

Maliha Ghazali — one of

the UCSC students who

has been attending our

church. She was

prepared for Baptism

with the help of her

peers on UCSC

Campus. That is just one example of the presence of

UCSC students at our church, and it does not end

there. Brian's guitar and Beth’s flute have been a

great addition to our praise team. Hannah tends to

get the whole congregation moving during the
children’s songs and Maliha has
enjoyed doing the Scripture
readings.
Their presence brings new and
refreshing perspectives and
ways of looking at our faith and
our church. | hope their thoughts
and insights will serve as an
encouragement for you to walk
up to these young people and
continue the conversation.

What is it like to be a
Christian on campus?
Brian: It's difficult to be a Christian on campus. All
of my friends (aside from my new friends at Messiah
) are atheists, and don't really even have an open
mind towards Christ. This makes it pretty much
impossible to talk about my faith. At the same time
they respect my beliefs, and don't try to tell me I'm
wrong.

Katie: | don't think it's hard at all. | haven't had any
negative experiences in such regards with the
people with whom | come in contact. | think it's great
to be able to be a witness on campus, whether
through talking with people or the patches on my
backpack, or whatever else. | have had some great
conversations with people regarding Christianity and
God. Having those types of conversations deepens
relationships.

Maliha: It's different being Christian on campus.
There's so many people on campus and religion is
something that’s not really discussed on an everyday
basis.

What are you looking for at a church? What is
important?

Brian: I'm very firm in my Lutheran beliefs, so first of
all in looking for a church I want it to be an LCMS
church. Aside from that it's just nice to be in a
friendly congregation. | also like a church that's not
afraid to try new things while still glorifying God and
being true to his Word.

Katie: | look for Biblical teaching.

Maliha: I'm looking to strengthening my relationship
with God in a Church. | think it's always important for
a Church to be welcoming and open to people.

What would you like to see the church doing to
better connect withthe people of vyour
generation?

Brian: I think the church is already doing a good job
of being very accepting of all of us young people,
and welcoming us into the congregation. | would like
to be involved in more activities that involve more of
the congregation so | can get to know everyone
better.

What is one way young adults can contribute to
the mission and life of the church?

Maliha: 1 think young adults have something good to
say most of the time and this can be in many ways
contributive.

Brian: | think young adults can contribute by being
just that, young adults in a congregation. We have
potentially fresh viewpoints to offer on the faith, and
we can reach out to the campus community as peers
who are Christians, rather than someone outside
campus trying to get young people to open their
hearts to Christ.




NO MEETING APRIL 8!
Acolyte Schedule

APRIL 5
8:00 a.m.
Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Amanda Ditlevsen
Anthony Locatelli

MAY 17
8:00 a.m.
Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Danielle Young
Anthony Locatelli

MAY 31
8:00 a.m.
Carl Thigpen
10:00 a.m.
Amanda Ditlevsen
Danielle Young

Confirmation
Classes

When: weekly on
Wed. 6.30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Where: in the upstairs Youth
Room.

Come early to play games and
hang out with friends!

NO MEETING ON APRIL 8!

Summer Camping Trip
July 17-19 @
Big Basin State Park

Cost: $22 (tent cabin), 16 (tent)
per person, plus food

$10 non-refundable deposit per
family (there is a cancellation fee)
if you are interested let Inese know
ASAP.

HELP WITH OUR
EASTER
BREAKFAST!

Saturday, April 11 from 10am to
Noon

Sunday, April 12 from 7am to
Noon (we will be working in shifts)

End of the year Confinmation Rejreat
OURN

Retreat at Mt. Cross May 1-3, 2009
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Friday, April 3-4 from

8 pm (Friday) to 9 am (Saturday)
Cost: $5

- Crazy games all over the
church campus
Fun food
Worship and Bible study
Choosing missions’ project
Staying up really LATE!!!

What to Bring:
- Sleeping bag and mattress

(or blankets)
Bible
Personal hygiene items
(towel, toothbrush, etc.)
Pajamas
Permission Slips

R.S.V.P to Inese Dahl at:
inese@messiah-lutheran.us or
831 241 3367) by March 29 .
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This summer our church is looking into offering
Creative Arts Camp for children of various ages. The
goal of this camp is to make connections with families
from our community through involving them in various
forms of art while sharing the Gospel.

Please, contact DCE Inese if you would like to
participate in planning this camp and/or know people
who would be willing to share their talent in drama,
music, crafts, photography and other forms of creative
expression.
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To join in the fun as you grow in
faith together as families.

For more information, contact
Barbara Lee or Inese Dahl
(831 423 8330)

Tim Madsen
831-459-0669
Mondays at 7:00 pm

Inese & Pastor
831-423-8330
Thursdays at 7:15 pm

Leonard Damm
831-423-8330
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm
If you would like to join a small group, contact
Inese or Pastor Rick (831-423-8330).

Every Sunday at We invite children ages 4-10 and
. their parents This month we are

9am in the talking about:

Pre-school

LIVING IN GOD’S

GRACE

April 5: God showed His grace
by sending His Son

April 12: EASTER —NO
SUNDAY SCHOOL

April 19: God'’s grace makes our
sins disappear

April 26: God'’s grace changes
us

A huge THANK YOU to a friend of our congregation,
Debra Locatelli, for making and donating ten carnival
games to our church. It will make a huge difference in
our Spring Carnival as we are trying to reach out to
our community with Christ’s love.
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If you don’t know what to do with your plastic Easter
eggs, bring them to church! We will use them for
game at our Spring Carnival.

We are also looking for donations of small prizes that
FIT into plastic Easter eggs, like stickers, jewelry,
bouncy balls, etc.
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July 17-19 @
Big Basin State Park

Cost:

$22 (tent cabin)

$16 (tent) per person, plus food

$10 non-refundable deposit per family (there is a
cancellation fee).




UCSC Veterans Dinner at Messiah Lutheran






